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Read Me First 
This book was published in September 2015 by TidBITS Publishing Inc. It was written
by Josh Centers and edited by Tonya Engst, with help from Michael E. Cohen and 
Adam Engst. 
This book explains the new features in iOS 9, helps you pick the optimal settings for
your needs, and describes a handpicked selection of interesting and important
features from prior versions of iOS. 
iOS 9: A Take Control Crash Course, Version 1.0 
Copyright © 2015, Josh Centers. All rights reserved. 

Formats and Updates
• If you purchased this ebook, use the

link in Ebook Extras, near the end, to
download a new copy of the PDF,
EPUB, or Mobipocket version. 

• If you downloaded this ebook from
the Take Control Web site, it has
been added to your account. If you
bought it elsewhere, you can add it 
to your account; see Ebook Extras. 

Tip: You can read about putting Take
Control ebooks on various devices and 
computers on our Device Advice page. 

About the Links 
All blue text in this book is hot, mean-
ing you can click (or tap) it, just like a 
link on the Web. Some links, like the
Device Advice link just above, take you
to a Web page. Other links go to a dif-
ferent part of the book. 
If you click a link that takes you to a dif-
ferent part of the book, you can return
quickly to your previous spot if your
ebook reader offers a “back” feature. 
For example, if you use iBooks to read
the EPUB version of this book, click
the “Back to” link at the lower left. Or, 
if you use Preview on the Mac to read 
the PDF version, choose Go > Back or 
press Command-[. 

Sharing a Chapter 
✦ We encourage you to share any chap-

ter in this book with a friend, relative, 
or colleague who would benefit from
the info—sharing is entirely free. 

✦ Each chapter ends with special link
buttons for sharing via Twitter, Face-
book, Google+, LinkedIn, and email. 

✦ To share a chapter, click the desired
link. You’ll be sharing a link to the
Web version of that chapter. For
Twitter and LinkedIn, the suggested
text includes a useful tip. 

Commenting on a Chapter 
✦ Click the blue Disqus icon at the 

end of a chapter to view the Web ver-
sion and enter your comment. 

✦ You can read and reply to other
comments there as well. 

✦ We can’t guarantee that the author
will reply to every comment or ques-
tion, but we will use the comments to 
identify areas of confusion. If a chap-
ter worked especially well for you,
we’d love to hear about that, too. 

✦ Unhelpful comments will be deleted. 

Note: You can find basic instructions for 
checking what iOS version your device
is running and for updating iOS in What 
iOS Version Am I On?, part of the free
Read Me First book by Take Control
editor in chief Tonya Engst. 
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Introduction 
Whether you’re new to iOS and need a primer to the platform, or are a veteran
iOS user and want to explore new iOS 9 features, this book will fill you in. 
The past two major updates to iOS have been major. iOS 7 was a massive
reimagining of the iconic iOS interface, and iOS 8 enabled developers to extend
iOS’s capabilities in ways that were previously available only to Apple. 
But it wasn’t all beer and skittles. Users threw up their hands in frustration over the
bugs, inconsistencies, quirks, and battery issues. The once-simple iOS had grown
in order to compete with Google’s Android, but in the process had ended up with 
many of the same sorts of problems. 
With iOS 9, Apple is taking a step back. New whiz-bang features have taken a
backseat to stability, performance, and efficiency fixes. Apple promises that iOS
updates will be as much as 72 percent smaller, that the battery will last at least an
extra hour, and that the whole experience will be smoother and faster. 
But that doesn’t mean that iOS 9 has nothing new. There’s a new system font, San
Francisco, borrowed from the Apple Watch. New Intelligence features make your
device smarter. The much-maligned Newsstand has given way to the News app,
which gives you a new way to keep up with your favorite media sources. Even the
humble Notes app has received a major revamp. And the way a two-fingered tap
now turns the keyboard on an iPad into a trackpad for text selection is subtle, but 
brilliant. 
iOS 9 gains even more dimension on Apple’s new iPhone 6s and 6s Plus with the
new Peek and Pop features that will change the way you use iOS. And the new giant-
sized iPad Pro will be exciting to try, especially with the new Apple Pencil stylus and
Smart Keyboard. 
iOS 9 is in the running to be the best version of iOS in years, thanks to how it fixes
many annoyances while adding power and efficiency. 
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What’s New in iOS 9 
iOS 9 brings dozens of new features, but most are not immediately obvious. Here’s
a quick look at the most notable new features, with links to relevant discussions. 

Intelligence
Intelligence is an umbrella term for new
iOS features intended to predict what
you want to do or know next: 
•	 Proactive Assistant: The marquee

feature of Intelligence is Proactive
Assistant, which tries to anticipate
what you’ll do next. For example: 
‣	 If you connect headphones to

your device, iOS 9 will suggest
what you were listening to last
time your headphones were
plugged in (see Contextual Apps). 

‣	 After you enter the subject line for
an email message, Mail will sug-
gest contacts who have received
that same subject before. 

‣	  iOS 9 will scan your email for air-
line and restaurant bookings, and
offer to create calendar entries 
from them. 

•	 Phone: If you receive a call from
someone who isn’t in your address
book, iOS 9 will guess, based on
searching your email. 

•	 Siri: Sporting a new Apple Watch-
inspired look, Siri can now search
for photos and videos. You can also 
use it to make reminders about what 
you’re currently looking at, such as
a Web page in Safari, a location in 
Maps, or a message in Mail or
Messages. See Speaking to Siri. 

Tip: The minimum hardware for running
iOS 9 is an iPad 2, iPhone 4S, or 5th-
generation iPod touch. Performance
should be equal to, or better than, iOS
8, but not all features are available on
older hardware. 

•	 Spotlight: One newer devices, you
can now activate a Spotlight search
not just by pulling the Home screen
down, but also by swiping right on
the first Home screen. On newer de-
vices, Spotlight now can jumpstart
a search with Siri Suggestions, which 
can include frequent contacts, com-
monly used apps, nearby places, and
news items ①. 

① Siri Suggestions provides tappable icons for 
things you might be looking for. 

New things that Spotlight can search
for include sports scores, stock
prices, and weather forecasts, and
Spotlight even performs calculations.
You can also call or message a con-
tact directly from search results.
Third-party developers can integrate
apps with Spotlight, so you can look
for content within apps. 
Read Spotlight on iOS 9 Spotlight. 
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iPad Experience
•	 External keyboards: iOS 9 expands

the keyboard shortcuts available
from a Bluetooth keyboard. Pressing
Command-Tab lets you switch
between apps, and many of Apple’s
bundled apps have new keyboard
shortcuts. Developers can also build
keyboard shortcuts into their apps.
To see a list of shortcuts in an app,
press and hold a modifier key, such
as Command. 

•	 Folders: iPad folders can now 
contain 16 apps per page, up from
9 in iOS 8. With 15 pages per folder, 
that means an iPad folder can now 
contain 240 apps, up from 135 ②. 

•	 Keyboard: The iPad keyboard now
has keys for cut, copy, paste, undo,
redo, and other functions in the
QuickType bar. Even better, placing
two fingers on the keyboard turns
it into a virtual trackpad for moving 
the cursor and selecting text. Read
Commanding Keyboards in iOS 9. 

•	 Notification Center: When the 
iPad is in landscape orientation, 
Notification Center splits into two
columns: Today on the left, and
either Widgets or Notifications on
the right. See Pull Down the iOS 9 
Notification Center. 

•	 Picture in Picture: While watching
video or using FaceTime on most
iPads, press the Home button to
shrink that video into its own small 
window, so you can keep watching
as you do other things. See Picture in 
Picture. 

•	 Slide Over: On a few of the newer 
iPads, you can bring up a limited
view of a second app without dis-
missing the first with iOS 9’s new
Slide Over ③. 

•	 Split view: On a few of the newer 
iPads, you can have two apps open,
active, and sharing the screen at the
same time. See Split Screen. 

② iPad folders now hold 16 apps per page,
and Picture in Picture lets you keep watching
videos as you work. 

Note: Apple’s description of the new
iPhone 6s and 6s Plus says that they’ll
have a similar virtual trackpad feature. 

③ The iPad has become more useful with 
multitasking features like Slide Over and new
shortcut keys like Undo, Redo, and Paste. 
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Foundation 
•	 Accessibility: New options include

Touch Accommodations, which
make the touchscreen less…touchy,
and Vibration, which disables all
vibrations. You can also now disable 
Shake to Undo. For more, read iOS 9 
Accessibility. 

•	 App Switcher: The App Switcher
has been redesigned with overlap-
ping cards that fit more apps on the
screen and a Handoff bar at the bot-
tom of the screen. 

•	 Battery life: Apple claims to have
made iOS more battery efficient, giv-
ing you an extra hour of battery life.
A new Low Power mode can extend 
battery life by up to 3 hours ④. See 
New! Low Power Mode. 

•	 Battery widget: A new Notification 
Center widget tracks the battery life
of connected Bluetooth devices. See 
New! Batteries Widget. 

•	 Jump back to an app: When you
jump from one app to another, like
from Mail to Safari, a text label ap-
pears in the upper left. Tap the
label to return to the first app with-
out opening the App Switcher ⑤. 

•	 Lock screen: You can now group
Lock screen notifications by app, as
I explain in a Tip in Notifications. 

•	 Security: Touch ID devices now re-
quire a 6-digit passcode by default. If
you already have a 4-digit passcode,
you won’t be prompted to change it.
See About Passcodes in iOS 9. 

•	 System updates: No longer will you
have to worry about deleting apps
just to install an iOS update. Updates
are up to 72 percent smaller, and if
you want, iOS will automatically
delete and later restore apps if more
space is needed. Also, the upgrade
prompt will give more choices about
when to install, such as “Tonight” or
“When I use my phone least.” 

Migrating from Android 
One new iOS 9 feature isn’t even in iOS! 
For those switching from an Android
smartphone or tablet, Apple has
introduced a new Move to iOS app for
Android. The app will wirelessly transfer
calendars, contacts, email accounts,
photos, text messages, videos, and
wallpapers to an iOS device. It will also 
transfer non-DRMed books and songs
and offer equivalents for installed third-
party Android apps, such as Evernote,
Facebook, and Twitter. 

④ iOS 9 prompts you to enter Low Power
mode when battery life is low. Low Power
mode disables itself automatically when your
battery is charged. 

⑤ When you follow a Web link from an app
and view it in Safari, you can tap the “Back to”
button at the upper left in order to switch back
to the original app. 

Cellular Continuity 
When your iPhone rings, you can pick
up the call on any other iOS device or
Mac connected to the same Wi-Fi net-
work—and signed in to the same iCloud
user account. In iOS 9, that now works 
over cellular too, when the devices
aren’t on the same Wi-Fi network. Alas,
this feature is available only for T-Mobile
customers as of this writing. 
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Built-in Apps
Here’s a rundown of changes in the
apps that Apple provides with iOS 9: 
• Camera: You can now leave the light

on while recording a video. See the
“New!” note in Taking a Video. 

•	 Find My Friends: Apple’s Find My
Friends location tracking app is now
preinstalled and cannot be deleted.
It also now has a Notification Center 
widget ⑥. 

•	 Find My iPhone: Find My iPhone is
now a preinstalled app and cannot
be deleted. 

• Health: The iPhone Health app now
works in landscape orientation to
give you a more detailed view of
your graphs. It also now tracks repro-
ductive health variables for women. 
See iOS 9: For Your Health. 

•	 iCloud Drive: There is now a stand-
alone iCloud Drive app, but it’s hid-
den by default. Read New! iCloud 
Drive, the App. 

•	 Maps: Urbanites, rejoice! The Maps
app now includes public transporta-
tion directions for select cities. Maps
also offers categorized search sug-
gestions like Siri Suggestions. See
Mapping in iOS 9. 

•	 News: News is a new app that re-
places Newsstand. It functions much
like Flipboard or a traditional RSS 
reader, allowing you to follow your
favorite news outlets ⑦ (including
TidBITS). 

•	 Newsstand: Newsstand is no more! 
Apps that were previously locked
within Newsstand are automatically
placed into a normal folder when
you update to iOS 9. Newsstand has
been replaced by News. 

⑥ You can no longer delete the Find My
Friends app, and you can find your friends
quickly with iOS 9’s new Notification Center
widget. 

⑦ New in iOS 9, News lets you follow your
favorite online news sources. 
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•	 Mail: Most, but not all, of the
changes in Mail improve the way it
handles attachments: 
‣	 Attachment markup: You can now 

mark up graphical attachments
such as photos, drawings, and
PDFs, before you send them ⑧. 
Options include typing and draw-
ing in several different colors, and
even inserting your signature. 

‣	 Attach from anywhere: You can 
insert attachments from iCloud 
Drive, as well as third-party ser-
vices like Dropbox and Google
Drive. 

‣	 More attachments: Attachments 
can now be of any type, not just
photos and videos. And you can
attach up to 15 photos to an email 
message. 

‣	 iCloud Drive: You can now save 
attachments to iCloud Drive. 

‣	 Better search: Mail search now 
displays a progress bar and offers
search suggestions based on cri-
teria like sender, date, etc. 

‣	 Faster processing: New Mark All,
Move All, and Trash All buttons
make email processing faster. 

For details, flip ahead to Setting up
and Using Mail in iOS 9. 

•	 Notes: Due to a major overhaul in
iOS 9, you can now make checklists
and sketches in a note, as well as in-
sert graphical images and videos
and link to Web pages from Safari
and map locations from Maps ⑨. 

•	 Passbook: Passbook has been re-
placed by Wallet; see below. 

⑧ You can now mark up Mail attachments. 

⑨ In this entry in the upgraded Notes app, I’ve
created a checklist, linked to a Web page, and
added an image of a cover design. 
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•	 Photos: A new photo scrubber en-
ables you to scroll through an album
quickly ⑩. iOS 9 now makes it easier 
to select and hide multiple photos.
There are also new built-in albums 
for screenshots and selfies. See Get 
to Know Photos in iOS 9. 

•	 Podcasts: The Podcasts app has
been redesigned. However, I still
recommend Overcast for serious 
podcast listeners. 

•	 Safari: Apple’s built-in Web browser
continues to evolve in iOS 9: 
‣	 Reader mode lets you specify the

background color and typeface of
the text ⑪. 

‣	 You can view all stored Safari 
passwords in the Settings app. 

‣	 A developer can inset Web con-
tent right within an app using a
new technology called Safari View
Controller. 

‣	 Developers can build content-
blocking Safari extensions that can
block things like advertisements. 

See Going on Safari. 
•	 Settings: Frustrated when you

couldn’t find an iOS setting
previously? Happily, iOS 9 adds a
search box to the Settings app ⑫. 
swipe down to see it above the top-
listed Airplane Mode setting. 

•	 Videos: It’s now possible to zoom in
on a playing video with a pinch 
gesture. 

•	 Wallet: Passbook has been renamed 
Wallet, and with it, Apple Pay can
keep track of reward cards. You no
longer have to unlock your iPhone to
use Apple Pay; like the Apple Watch,
you can hold your iPhone next to a
compatible payment terminal and
double press the Home button to
pay. See iOS 9: What’s in Your 
Wallet? 

⑩ Photos has a handy new scrubber so you
can quickly scroll through the photos in an
album. 

⑪ Safari’s Reader mode now lets you adjust
the and background color and typeface. 

⑫ Settings are easier to find in iOS 9, thanks to
a new search box. 

Note: For more on Apple’s iOS apps, 

see Additional Apple Apps.
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Keyboard
• Character Preview: On the iPhone,

in earlier versions of iOS, a pop-up
preview would appear when you
tapped a keyboard key. That no
longer occurs by default, though you
can turn it back on (see Where Are 
Character Previews?). 

• Lowercase keys: No longer will you
have to squint to see if the Shift key
is engaged, as the keyboard charac-
ters are now presented in lowercase
as well as uppercase ⑬ (flip ahead 
to Is Shift On?). 

For more on keyboards, read Com-
manding Keyboards in iOS 9. 

iPhone 6s and iPhone 6s Plus 
Apple plans to ship these new iPhones
in late September 2015, after this book
is published. The 12 MP camera in 
these devices can take animated pho-
tos (see New! Live Photos) and offers
4K video recording. 
These new iPhones also include new 
3D Touch technology. With 3D Touch,
special gestures trigger actions based
on how hard you touch the screen: 
•	 Peek: Lightly pressing a tappable

item, such as a Web link, lets you
preview it without losing your place. 

•	 Pop: While you peek, you can press
harder to pop the preview open. For
instance, a Web link preview pops
open in Safari. 

•	 Quick Actions: Pressing an app icon
on the Home screen opens a menu
of common actions. For example, the
Camera menu lets you take a quick
selfie ⑭. 

iPad Pro 
Expected in November 2015, the iPad 
Pro will be the most powerful iPad ever,
as well as the largest. It will work with
the new Apple Pencil as well as Apple’s 
new Smart Keyboard for iPad Pro. 

⑬ The iOS 9 keyboard displays lowercase
characters normally, but if the Shift key or Caps
Lock is engaged, the keyboard shows upper-
case letters, making it easy to tell what will
happen when you type. 

⑭ Pressing a Home screen app icon on the
iPhone 6s or 6s Plus, such as the Camera app
icon, offers quick access to common actions. 

More about Peek and Pop 
To see examples of Peek and Pop in

action and learn how in some peeks

you can swipe for more options, visit 

Apple’s 3D Touch page.
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What to Check after Installing iOS 9 
After installing iOS 9, check these essential settings before moving on. It can also be
a good idea to revisit these settings after minor updates or just every so often, since 
your needs may change over time. 

Accessibility
Many people would be unable to use
iOS if it weren’t for Apple’s commit-
ment to making iOS accessible to those
with disabilities. The accessibility set-
tings also improve iOS for many others
who, for example, just want to see but-
ton outlines. See iOS 9 Accessibility. 

Privacy
•	 Secure the device: A passcode pre-

vents ne’er-do-wells from getting
past the Lock screen, and it’s re-
quired for iCloud Keychain. To learn
how to set a passcode—and enable
Touch ID fingerprint security on sup-
ported devices—see Setting a Pass-
code. The minimum default pass-
code for Touch ID-enabled devices 
is now 6 digits. 

•	 Protect your privacy: Apple offers
several privacy options that you
should be aware of, so you can be
sure they’re set correctly for you. See
Guarding Your Privacy in iOS 9. 

Networking 
•	 Wi-Fi: You probably want to access

the Internet from your device, so tap
Settings > Wi-Fi to check whether
the device is connected to your local
Wi-Fi network. If your device sup-
ports cellular data—and you’ve sub-
scribed to a cellular plan—you’ll use 
less of that data if you connect via
Wi-Fi whenever possible. 

•	 Avoid a big data bill: Similarly, if
your device has a cellular data plan,
the last thing you want to do when
kicking off your iOS 9 adventure is
blow through your data cap. See
Managing Data Usage in iOS 9. 

•	 Bluetooth: As with prior iOS
updates, iOS 9 enables Bluetooth
during installation, even if you had
disabled it before the upgrade.
If you prefer to keep it off, disable 
it from Control Center (see Take 
Control of the iOS 9 Control Center)
or in Settings > Bluetooth. 

Note: If you don’t know how to locate
the Settings app, or need help under-
standing what directions like “Settings >
Bluetooth” mean, see Where Is the iOS 
Settings App? in Take Control’s free 
Read Me First book. 

Apple ID
•	 iCloud vs. Store: You might not

realize that you can use one Apple
ID for iCloud (Settings > iCloud)
and an entirely separate Apple ID 
for purchasing content from the 
App Store, iTunes Store, and iBooks 
Store (Settings > App and iTunes
Stores). For example, you could use
your own Apple ID for iCloud and
your significant other’s Apple ID for
the App Store. Check both settings
to be sure you’re set up properly. 

•	 Consider Family Sharing: Family
Sharing lets you share purchased
content, an Apple Music family plan,
a photo album, and more among
Apple IDs. If that sounds interesting,
read All in the Family Sharing. 

Tip: You can now search inside the Set-
tings app. Drag down on the list of set-
tings to reveal the search box. 
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iCloud 
Check the iCloud switches in Settings > 
iCloud and enable or disable each ser-
vice as needed. If you need help with
understanding what all these services
do, refer to An Introduction to iCloud. 
Apple has added two iCloud services
since introducing iOS 8: 
•	 iCloud Photo Library: Your photo

collections can always stay in sync
between Apple devices with iCloud
Photo Library, but before you turn
this feature on, you should consider
your iCloud storage cost and band-
width usage. See Photos. 

• iCloud Music Library: Not listed in 
Settings > iCloud, iCloud Music Li-
brary, is a feature of Apple Music
that syncs your music collection. See
Apple Music and Control Center. 

Social Media 
A few social-media sharing services
are built in to iOS. You sign in to each 
in the Settings app, and you can then
send a post, image, or video from with-
in any app that supports Share sheets—
you won’t need to sign in to a service
each time you want to use it (see How 
to Share). 
To sign in to Twitter, Facebook, Flickr,
or Vimeo, open the Settings app and
tap the service’s name (you may need
to scroll down a bit to find them). Then
enter your username and password,
and tap Sign In. 

If you like, you can install each service’s
official app by tapping the Install but-
ton next to that service’s name in the 
Settings app. After you launch each
app for the first time (by tapping its
icon on the Home screen), you can con-
figure whether and how notifications
from that app appear on your device
(see Setting up Notifications). 

Emergency Medical Info
If you have an iPhone, take a moment
to visit the Health app and enter the
details you’d like a first responder, or
anyone else, to see on the device’s
Lock screen in case of an emergency.
See Lock Screen Emergency Info. 

New! Try Low Power Mode
If you’re using an iPhone, notice the
new Low Power switch in iOS 9, found
in Settings > Battery. Low Power mode
can add hours to your battery life but at
the expense of features including auto-
matic mail retrieval, iCloud sync, back-
ground app refresh, automatic down-
loads, and some visual effects. 
iOS 9 will prompt you to enable Low
Power mode when your iPhone’s bat-
tery life hits 20%, but it can be a good
idea to turn on Low Power mode be-
fore you leave home, if you’re going to
be gone for a while without a charger
handy. 
For a little more detail, see New! Low 
Power Mode. 

Share this tip and chapter on 
“Tip! Check settings—particularly Wi-Fi and Bluetooth—after installing
iOS 9. The upgrade sometimes changes things.” 

Discuss “What to Check after Installing iOS 9” via 
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Explore the Lock Screen 
The Lock screen is the first thing you see when you power on or wake up your iOS
device, and it contains a wealth of functionality ①. 

① The Lock screen has many icons and controls. Each letter in the above image is called out in the 
text below. 

Status Bar, Left 
The icons at the left of the status bar (A)
signify your device’s networking status: 
• Wi-Fi: This icon indicates that the 

device has a Wi-Fi connection. More 
bars means a stronger connection. 

• Cellular: If you see a carrier name ②,
then your device has a cellular
connection. More dots next to the 
name means a stronger connection. 

• Airplane mode (not pictured): If 
you see an airplane icon, the 
Airplane Mode switch in Settings
is on and all radio-frequency 
connectivity is off unless you’ve re-
enabled a radio individually. 

② Cellular devices display the signal strength
and carrier name at the left of the status bar. 

Partial Airplane Mode 
You can manually re-enable the Wi-Fi
and Bluetooth radios while in Airplane
mode, which is handy if you want to take 
advantage of in-flight Wi-Fi or use Blue-
tooth to communicate with a keyboard.
Turn them back on by tapping their but-
tons in Control Center (swipe up from
below the bottom of the screen). 
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Notification Center Handle 
This handle (B) is a subtle reminder 
that you can open Notification Center 
by swiping down from anywhere along
the top of the screen, unless you’ve
disabled the feature as explained in
Securing the Lock Screen, later. 

Status Bar, Right
Here’s a look at the most common 
icons that you’ll see at the right of the
status bar (C): 
• Do Not Disturb: If you see a moon

icon, Do Not Disturb mode is 
active—your device will not light up,
buzz, or make noise. 

• Orientation Lock: This padlock
icon means the device’s screen 
orientation is locked in portrait or
landscape view. 

• Location: If an app is using Location
Services, you see an arrow icon 
here. You can find out which apps
are using Location Services in
Settings > Privacy > Location
Services. 

•	 Alarm: If you’ve set an alarm in the
Clock app (directly or by using Siri),
you see a clock icon here. 

• Bluetooth: If Bluetooth is enabled,
your device displays the Bluetooth

icon. 
• Battery: This icon represents

the remaining battery life. When it
turns red, you should charge your
device. 
You can opt to display battery per-
centage ④ as well by tapping Set-
tings > Battery and turning on the
Battery Percentage switch. 

Lock Screen Media Controls 
You may see playback controls for
media that is playing while the screen
is locked ③. These controls make it 
easy to pause playback or change the 
volume without having to unlock the
device. 

③ You can control iOS media playback even
when the screen is locked! 

Skip ahead to Apple Music and Control
Center for details on the Love and 
Share buttons. 

Lock Screen Emergency Info 
The Health app includes a feature for
making important medical information
accessible from your iPhone Lock screen
for emergency responders to see. To
get started, open Health and tap the
Medical ID button. 
Once you’ve set up your medical ID,
here’s how to access it from the Lock 
screen: 
1. Slide the screen from left to right to

unlock it. 
2. On the Enter Passcode screen, tap

Emergency in the lower-left. 
3. On the Emergency call screen, tap

Medical ID in the lower-left. 
Ideally, medical first responders will
know to look here, but even if you are
too injured or ill to speak the informa-
tion on this screen, you may still be able
to bring it up and show it to someone. 

④ With 90% battery remaining, this iPhone is
in good shape! 
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Time and Date 
The current time appears in big type
at the center of the Lock screen with 
the day and date below (D). 
If you’ve configured a timer with
Apple’s Clock app or by using Siri,
the day and date will be replaced by 
the remaining timer time ④. Similarly,
if you have snoozed an alarm, you 
see the remaining snooze time here. 

Sliding to Unlock
To unlock your device, place your fin-
ger on the screen anywhere outside
of a notification and slide from left to 
right. If you’ve set a passcode, you are
prompted for it. (If you’ve set up Touch
ID, you can touch your finger to the
Home button briefly instead of sliding
to unlock.) 

Contextual Apps
Icons that appear in the lower left (F)
go with “contextual” apps ⑤. There are 
three types: location-based, Handoff,
and Intelligence. In the case of Intelli-
gence, the icon’s appearance is trig-
gered by a specific action on your part,
like plugging in headphones. 
Slide up on an icon to unlock the de-
vice and open the app. 

Note: The icon for a contextual app may
also appear in the App Switcher. See
About Handoff. 

Control Center 
The handle (G) at the bottom of the 
Lock screen is a reminder that you can
swipe up from the bottom of the screen
to reveal Control Center ⑥, just as you
can on nearly any screen—unless you’ve
disabled this access, as discussed in
Securing the Lock Screen, ahead.) 

④ If you’ve set a timer with Siri or the Clock
app, the remaining timer time appears on
the Lock screen underneath the current time. 

⑤ An icon for a contextual app may appear at
the lower left of the Lock screen. Slide the icon 
up to open its app. 

⑥ Control Center gives you quick access to
network settings, brightness, audio controls,
and more, including the iPhone’s flashlight. 

Tip: You don’t have to slide the “slide 
to unlock” text (E) to unlock the screen. 
Sliding anywhere on the screen works. 
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Camera 
You can access the Camera app from
the Lock screen quickly by placing your
finger on the camera icon in the lower
right (H) and then sliding up. 
While using the Camera app from the
Lock screen, you can see previews of
pictures you’ve taken during the cur-
rent session by tapping the Photo and
Video Viewer button. (It looks like a
preview of the most-recent photo ⑦.)
However, to view any other image in
your photo library, you must unlock the
device. 

Notifications 
Notifications give you snippets of key
status information. 
By default, alert-style notifications
appear on the Lock screen ⑧. To jump
to the app generating the notification,
swipe the icon on the left side of the 
notification all the way to the right. 
To delete a notification from the Lock 
screen, swipe it from right to left. Or,
just ignore it and it will eventually be
replaced by newer notifications. 
For some notifications, swiping from
right to left reveals more choices for
handling the notification. In the case
of a Messages notification, you get a 
delete icon and a Reply button. 

Tip: By default, notifications appear in
the order that they arrive, but you can
group them by app by enabling Group
By App in Settings > Notifications. 

If a location-aware Wallet pass is
installed on an iPhone, it appears on
your Lock screen when the phone is
near a related place. For example,
if you store a Walgreens Balance 
Rewards card in Wallet, you will see
a Lock screen notification when you 
approach a Walgreens. Open that
notification to pull up your Wallet card.
See iOS 9: What’s in Your Wallet? 

⑦ The Photo and Video Viewer button, shown
at lower left, previews the most recent photo. 

⑧ The Lock screen can display notifications.
To navigate to the source of a notification, 
swipe the notification’s icon from left to right. 

Protecting Your Notifications 
By default, the Lock screen displays pre-
views of received communications such 
as text messages and email messages.
This could be embarrassing or even a
security risk. To prevent such previews: 
1. Visit Settings > Notifications. 
2. Select the app you wish to adjust. 
3. Turn off Show Previews (scroll down

a little to see this switch). 
Your Lock screen will still show notifica-
tions from the app, but without a pre-
view. For even more security, you can
turn off Show on Lock Screen in Step 3
to prevent that app’s notifications from
even appearing. 
The above works for Apple’s Mail and
Messages apps; other apps may or
may not have these exact options in 
Settings > Notifications. 
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Talking to Siri
While the device is locked, you can talk
to and use Siri as usual, but if a pass-
code is set, there are a few limitations.
For example, you can still ask Siri for
the time or instruct Siri to call your sig-
nificant other, but you can’t have Siri
read your new email messages or open
apps without unlocking the device. 

Securing the Lock Screen
• Unless you set a passcode, anyone

with physical access to your device
can unlock the Lock screen and have 
complete access to your device. 
Set up a passcode by going to Set-
tings > Passcode and tapping Turn
Passcode On. 

• Even with a passcode set, the Lock
screen provides access to some set-
tings and personal information. You
can reduce, or prevent, this access
by disabling one or more of the Lock
screen’s conveniences. 
To disable Lock screen access to 
Siri and Notifications Center, open 
Settings > Passcode and turn off the
desired switches. To disable Control 
Center access from the Lock screen,
go to Settings > Control Center, and
turn off Access on Lock Screen. 

Tip: I strongly recommend setting a
passcode. If you’re worried that it will
be too onerous to enter repeatedly 
on a non–Touch ID device, try setting 
Require Passcode to After 4 Hours.
(Touch ID devices offer only an Immedi-
ately setting, but you’ll get fast with your
fingerprint, with practice.) 

iPhone Emergency Calling 
If a passcode is set on an iPhone, you
can’t access most of the iPhone’s func-
tions without entering the passcode
(or using Touch ID). However, entering 
a passcode correctly in an emergency, 
whether on your iPhone or someone
else’s, could waste precious time. 
Luckily, you don’t have to: slide to un-
lock the iPhone and then on the Enter 
Passcode screen, tap Emergency in
the lower left to reveal a dial pad ⑨. 

⑨ The Emergency dial pad lets you call
emergency numbers, like 911, but not other
numbers. 

You can now call your local emergency
services number, but no one else. So in
the United States, you can dial 911, but
not Yankee Stadium. 

Share this tip and chapter on 
“To turn off the iPhone flashlight without returning to Control Center,
swipe the Camera icon up on the Lock screen.” 

Discuss “Explore the Lock Screen” via 
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Take Control of the iOS 9 Control Center
 
Control Center is a handy way to access common controls. To open Control Center,
swipe up from beneath the bottom of the screen. In some apps, swipe up once to
reveal the Control Center handle and then carefully swipe up on the handle ①. 

① Here’s a look at Control Center on an iPad. From left to right, you see (A) media-playback and
volume controls, (B) wireless controls, (C) Do Not Disturb and Mute (and/or Orientation Lock), (D)
AirDrop and AirPlay, (E) brightness slider, and (F) shortcut buttons. Control Center on the iPhone and 
iPod touch has similar controls, but with a different layout. 

To close Control Center, swipe back down on the handle, or touch anywhere on the
screen outside Control Center. 

Media 
• Playback buttons: Tap a button to

play, skip back, or skip ahead in the
current media app. 

• Volume slider: Adjust the system vol-
ume to a comfortable level. 

Networking
• Airplane mode: Tap the Airplane

mode button to disable all wire-
less connections: cellular, Wi-Fi,
Bluetooth, and GPS. An airplane
icon appears at the upper left when
Airplane mode is on. Use Airplane
mode to comply with airline regula-
tions or to reduce battery usage. 

Note: Once you turn on Airplane mode,
you can re-enable Wi-Fi and/or Blue-
tooth, so an airplane icon in your status
bar does not necessarily mean all con-
nections are disabled. 

• Wi-Fi: Tap the Wi-Fi button to 
turn it off or on. 

• Bluetooth: Tap the Bluetooth but-
ton to enable or disable it. If you’re
not using Bluetooth, leave it off to
save battery (see What’s Bluetooth?). 

Apple Music and Control Center 
When your device is playing a song
from Apple Music, you may see two
special buttons in the Control Center:
Love and Share . 
Love tells Apple Music that you like a
song, which will influence its recommen-
dations for you, while Share lets you
send a link to the song to other people
via a share sheet (see Managing Share
Sheets in iOS 9). 
Apple Music is Apple’s subscription
audio service. Starting at $9.99 per
month, it offers access to millions of 
tracks from the iTunes Store, as well
as custom recommendations, human-
curated playlists, and more. For more
info, see my TidBITS articles A Tour of 
Apple Music and Five More Apple Music
Tips. 
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AirDrop
AirDrop allows you to transfer files or
bits of data between Apple devices. For
example, you could AirDrop a photo
from your iPhone to your son’s iPad. 
To start an AirDrop transfer, use a
Share sheet (see Managing Share
Sheets in iOS 9). For the transfer to go
through, the recipient should work in
Control Center to make his device dis-
coverable for AirDrop transfer ②. 
To AirDrop between iOS devices, you
need at least a 4th-generation iPad,
iPad mini, iPhone 5 or later, or 5th-
generation iPod touch. 
To AirDrop to a Mac, both the devices
must meet the stringent iOS-Mac
Continuity Requirements. 

AirPlay
AirPlay allows you to send audio, video,
photos, and more to your Apple TV
(or just audio to an AirPort Express). 
Tap the AirPlay button to choose an 
available device and optionally turn on
AirPlay Mirroring. 

Note: For more about AirPlay, read Take 
Control of Apple TV. 

Do Not Disturb 
Useful while you’re in a performance
or asleep, Do Not Disturb can be 
enabled to prevent notification alerts,
FaceTime calls, and phone calls from
disturbing you with noise, vibration,
or your screen’s backlight. Timers or 
alarms set in the Clock app will override
Do Not Disturb. 
To allow repeated calls or key people
(see Favoriting Contacts) to override
Do Not Disturb, visit Settings > Do Not 
Disturb. You can also set Do Not Dis-
turb to operate on a schedule to avoid
unnecessary early morning wake-ups. 

② In Control Center, to set who can discover 
you via AirDrop—your contacts only or every-
one in your device’s Bluetooth range (about
33 feet or 10 meters)—tap the AirDrop button. 

Continuity Requirements 
Handoff, Instant Hotspot, and iOS-Mac
AirDrop all rely on Bluetooth 4.0 net-
working to facilitate certain aspects of
communication between devices. (Sup-
porting Bluetooth 4.0 is necessary but
not sufficient.) 
Here are the hardware requirements: 
✦ Mac: Any 2012 or newer model, other

than the Mac Pro, which must be late
2013 or newer. 

✦ iOS device: Any device that can run
iOS 9, other than the iPad 2, iPad 3,
and iPhone 4S. 

Relaying calls and text messages from
an iPhone to a Mac or other iOS device 
requires only that the devices be run-
ning at least iOS 8.1 or 10.10 Yosemite. 
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Shortcuts 
If your device has an LED flash for
its back camera, Control Center 
includes a Flashlight button ③. Tap
it to turn the light on and off. 
The other buttons—for Timer (in the
Clock app), Calculator, and Camera—
open those apps respectively, when
tapped. 

Mute 
On the iPad only, you may see this

button. Tap it to mute audio from
alerts, notifications, and sound effects. 
Media playback will not be muted. 
On the iPad, whether you see the Mute 
or Orientation Lock button depends
on whether you’ve set the physical Side 
Switch to activate Mute or Orientation 
Lock in Settings > General. Of course 
But, you won’t see this setting on the
iPad Air 2, since it doesn’t have a Side 
Switch. In fact, It appears that Apple is
phasing out the iPad Side Switch. Dia-
grams in the Tech Specs for the just-
announced iPad mini 4 and iPad Pro 
do not show this switch. 

Orientation Lock 
Tap this button to lock the screen’s 
orientation and prevent it from rotating. 

Brightness
Adjust the slider to a comfortable level.
Typically, it’s better to lower brightness
in dark environments and crank it up
in direct sunlight. You can also enable 
Auto-Brightness in Settings > Display &
Brightness to help keep brightness at
an appropriate level. 

③ On the iPhone, Control Center has shortcuts
for Flashlight (G), Clock timer (H), Calculator (I),
and Camera (J). 

What’s Bluetooth? 
Bluetooth has been around for years,
allowing home electronics and other
devices to transmit data wirelessly over
short distances. 
An important Bluetooth standard, Blue-
tooth 4.0 Low Energy (LE), is designed
to allow small, battery-powered devices
to transfer data with minimal power use.
For a small device like an environmental 
sensor or a fitness bracelet—or an Apple
Watch—LE is crucial, because the device
can transmit data using just a trickle of
power from a cheap button battery. 
Apple began including Bluetooth 4.0

in its devices a few years ago (making 

it possible for these devices to receive 

data from so-called “Bluetooth Smart” 

devices). Any iOS device that can run

iOS 9 has Bluetooth 4.0, except for the

iPad 2, which has Bluetooth 2.1+EDR.
 

Share this tip and chapter on 
“PSA: If you’re at a performance, remember that you can turn on
Do Not Disturb quickly from iOS 9’s Control Center.” 

Discuss “Take Control of the iOS 9 Control Center” via 
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Home Screen, Sweet iOS 9 Home Screen
 
Once past the Lock screen, you’re presented with the Home screen—the grid of app
icons where you launch the apps you love. Resting at the bottom of the Home screen
is the Dock, which offers a fixed set of apps on every Home screen page. An iPhone
or iPod touch Dock can hold four apps, while the iPad Dock can hold six ①. 

① The main iOS interface is a simple icon grid. 

Getting Home
• To return to the Home screen from 

any app, press the Home button on
your device. 

• Also, on the iPad, if Multitasking
Gestures are enabled in Settings >
General, pinch the tips of four or five
fingers together on the screen. 

Note: For an explanation of the small
icons in the status bar at the top of the 
screen, see Status Bar, Left, earlier. 

Tip: To jump to the first (“main”) page
from some other page, press the Home
button. 
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Home Screen Pages
• The Home screen is divided into 

pages, which are automatically
added and removed as you install
and delete apps. 

• The small white dots above the Dock 
indicate which page is currently visi-
ble on the Home screen. 

• To flip between pages, flick the
screen left or right. 

Re-arranging Icons
1. To enter editing mode, press any

icon for a few seconds, until all the
icons start to shake. 

2. Drag an icon to where you want it
to go. To move an icon to another
page, move it to that edge of the
screen until the page flips. 

3. Once you’ve moved one icon
where you want it, you can move
more, if you like. 

4. Press the Home button to exit 
editing mode. 

Deleting Icons
Deleting an app’s icon from the Home
screen also removes the app from your
device and deletes all the data stored 
in the app, except for anything that
might have been stored in the cloud. 
To delete an app: 
1. Press its icon for a few seconds 

until all icons start to shake. 
2. Tap the in the upper left of the

icon ②, and the icon disappears. 
3. You can delete another icon—or 

move an icon, if you like. 
4. Press the Home button to exit 

editing mode. 

Note: To re-download a deleted app,

open the App Store app and tap Pur-
chased (or Updates > Purchased on a

smaller screen). If the app is still avail-
able, you’ll be able to run it again.
 

Tips for Re-arranging Icons 
✦ Use the Dock, Luke: When moving

an icon over multiple pages, it’s easier 
to drop it in the Dock, flick to the des-
tination page, and drag it out of the
Dock than to drag it across multiple 
pages. 

✦ Start fresh: If you are unhappy with
your icon layout, visit Settings >
General > Reset and tap Reset Home
Screen Layout. iOS moves the icons
for the built-in apps to their default
locations, and places any others in
alphabetical order on subsequent
pages. Any folders you’ve created are
removed. 

② While the icons are shaking, a delete x
appears on all app icons, except the built-in
apps provided by Apple. 

Note: Apps pre-installed by Apple can’t
be deleted, but you can hide them away
in a folder. 
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Making a Folder
A folder is a handy way to group apps.
To create one: 
1. Hold down on any icon until all

the icons begin to shake. 
2. Move one app icon on top of

another and hold it there. 
iOS displays the new folder and
suggests a name for it ③. 

3. If you like the suggested name,
tap Done on the keyboard. 
If you aren’t enamored with the sug-
gested name, tap the delete icon 
to the right of the suggested name,
type a new name, and tap Done on
the keyboard. 

You can now tap outside the folder
and continue to drag app icons into 
your new folder. Press Home when
you finish. 

Deleting a Folder
1. Tap the folder to open it. 
2. Press an app icon in the folder

until the icons begin to shake. 
3. Move every icon out of the folder.

Once the last icon is removed, the
folder disappears. 

4. To exit editing mode, press
Home. 

③ When you make a folder, iOS suggests a
name, such as Extras, but you can change it. 

Folder “Pages” 
iPhone folders display only 9 icons at
a time, but just as on the Home screen, 
you can flick through folder pages to
access more—135 icons on 15 pages. In 
iOS 9, iPad folders now contain 16 apps
per page, for a total of 240 apps! 

Share this tip and chapter on 
“Did you know that iOS 9 iPad folders can hold 16 apps per page, for
a total of 240 apps per folder?” 

Discuss “Home Screen, Sweet iOS 9 Home Screen” via 
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Switching Apps in iOS 9 
The way you switch from one app to another, such as from Settings to Safari, sees a
number of changes in iOS 9. The App Switcher sports a new overlapping design ①,
and newer iPads gain three multitasking superpowers: Slide Over, Split Screen, and
Picture in Picture. 

① The App Switcher is a beautiful way to flick between open apps. 

App Switcher Note: Contact shortcuts have been 
moved from the App Switcher to Spot-Use the App Switcher to switch to an light. See Spotlight on iOS 9 Spotlight.open app, to force-quit an app, or to

work with Handoff. 

Opening the App Switcher
•	 Double-press the Home button. 
•	 Also, on the iPad if Multitasking

Gestures are enabled (in Settings >
General), slide the tips of four fingers
toward the top of the screen. 
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Switching Open Apps
1. Open the App Switcher. 
2. If you don’t see the open app you

want, flick left or right to find it. 
Icons for any available Contextual 
Apps appear in a bar at the bottom
of the screen. Tap one to open it. 

3. Tap the app you wish to switch to. 

Force-quitting an App
1. Open the App Switcher. 
2. If you don’t see the open app you

want, flick left or right to find it. 
3. Flick the app’s image toward the

top of the screen. 

Tip: Force-quitting apps can sometimes
solve problems, such as app freezes, but
you shouldn’t make a habit of it, as it can
actually hurt battery life. See Busting
Battery Usage Myths.512 

About Handoff 
Handoff is a special feature of some
Contextual Apps that lets you seamless-
ly transfer your work between devices.
For example, you can start drafting an
email message on your iPad and switch
to your iPhone to finish. (Handoff is also
a key feature of the Apple Watch, which
is covered in Jeff Carlson’s Apple
Watch: A Take Control Crash Course.) 
Apple’s Mail, Maps, Messages, and
Safari apps support Handoff, as well
as many third-party apps, such as 
PCalc, Pocket, and Things. 
You can turn these features off entirely
in Settings > General > Handoff & 
Suggested Apps. 

Reachability 
A tried-and true method of switching
apps is simply to visit the Home screen
and then tap the icon of the app you
want to use. But, because the taller 
screens of the iPhone 6 models make 
it harder to reach the top of the screen 
with one hand while that hand’s thumb 
is near the Home button, Apple intro-
duced Reachability. Here’s how it works: 
1. Double-touch the Home button while 

in portrait orientation—not a double-
press, but a light touch like you’d use 
with Touch ID. The screen drops
down so you can access interface
elements near the top with your
thumb ②. 

2. To exit Reachability, tap the empty
space at the top. 

② Reachability lowers the interface, making
items at the top easier to reach with your
thumb. 

To disable Reachability, tap Settings >
General > Accessibility. 
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Setting up Handoff 
On both devices: 
1. Sign in to the same iCloud account

in Settings > iCloud. 
2. Enable Handoff in Settings > Gen-

eral > Handoff & Suggested Apps. 
3. Enable Bluetooth in Control Center 

or in Settings > Bluetooth. 
4. Connect to the same Wi-Fi network 

in Settings > Wi-Fi. 

Using Handoff 
Open an app that supports Handoff and
begin working in a message or docu-
ment. 
1. Now, switch to a different device

(if an Apple Watch needs to trans-
fer a task to your iPhone, you’ll see
a message on the watch face). 

2. If the receiving device is asleep,
wake it and look for an app icon
in the lower left of the Lock screen— 
for example, if you were composing
a message in Mail, you see a Mail
icon. Slide that icon up (entering
your passcode, if needed) to com-
plete the handoff. 
Or, if the receiving device is awake,
double-press the Home button to
bring up the App Switcher, and then
tap the icon in the Handoff bar at the
bottom of the screen ③. 

Handoff Hardware Requirements 
Handoff requires a device with a Light-
ning connector running iOS 8 or later, so
the older iPhone 4s, iPad 2, and iPad 3
can’t play. 
On the Mac side, Handoff works with any
2012 or newer model, other than the Mac
Pro, which must be late 2013 or newer. 

Handoff with a Mac 
✦ Setting up a Mac to use Handoff re-

quires the same steps as iOS, but the
Mac interface is a little different. 

✦ Received handoffs appear in the Mac
Dock and Command-Tab App
Switcher. 

✦ For more information, consult Apple’s
Handoff support article. 

③ You can also accept Handoff data from
the App Switcher. 
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Slide Over 
The first of the iPad’s new multitasking superpowers is Slide Over, which lets you
bring up a second app in a side column without dismissing the one that’s currently
active ④. You can work only in the app in the Slide Over column while referencing
content in the main app. Although many Apple apps and some third-party apps
support Slide Over, not all apps support this new feature. 

④ On supported iPads, Slide Over lets you pull up a second app in its own column. 

Using Slide Over
•	 Invoke Slide Over: While in an app,

slide your finger left from the right
edge of the screen. If a column
showing available apps appears,
scroll to see what’s available, and tap
an app to open it in that column. 

•	 Switch the Slide Over app: Pull 
down the handle on top of the col-
umn to see a list of Slide Over apps.
Tap an icon to switch to that app. 

•	 Dismiss Slide Over: Tap anywhere
outside the Slide Over column. 

Note: Slide Over works only on the iPad
mini 2, iPad Air, iPad Pro, and later mod-
els. 

Slide Over Uses 
✦ Jot down ideas in Notes while you

read a document in Safari or iBooks. 
✦ Chat in Messages while referencing

an email message in Mail. 
✦ View your list of recipes in a cooking

app like Basil while browsing for more
to add to your collection. 
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Split Screen
The iPad mini 4, iPad Air 2, and iPad Pro can go a step beyond Slide Over with Split
Screen, which lets you use two apps at the same time, side by side ⑤! Only apps that
support Split Screen mode will work. 

⑤ With Split Screen, you can work in two apps simultaneously. The red ovals superimposed on the
image mark the handle for switching the right-hand app and the grabber for adjusting the split. 

Using Split Screen
•	 Enter Split Screen: Bring up an app

in Slide Over by sliding your finger
left from the right edge of the
screen, and then pull the grabber on
the left side of the Slide Over column 
further to the left. 

•	 Adjust Split Screen: With the iPad in 
landscape orientation, you can drag
the grabber between the two apps
to change how much of the screen
each one occupies. 

•	 Exit Split Screen: Drag the grabber
all the way to the left or right to kick
the other app off the screen. 

Split Screen Uses 
✦ Shop for a house in Safari on one side

with listings, and Maps on the other to
check location, location, location. 

✦ Browse headlines in the new News 
app while discussing them with a co-
worker over FaceTime. 

✦ Compose feedback on a PDF draft in
Mail, while reading the draft in iBooks. 

Tip: With Slide Over, the app on the left
doesn’t have to support Slide Over—only
the app at the right does. In contrast,
with Split Screen, both apps must sup-
port Split Screen. 
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Picture in Picture 
The last of the iPad’s new multitasking superpowers is Picture in Picture (PiP), which
lets you keep watching a video while you use other apps ⑥. As with the other 
multitasking features, video apps need explicit Picture in Picture support. 

⑥ Picture in Picture lets you continue watching a video on your iPad while you do other things. 

Using Picture in Picture (PiP) 
•	 Activate PiP: While watching a video

in a supported app (such as Videos
and FaceTime), press the Home but-
ton to leave the app. The video reap-
pears in a small window. 

•	 Activate PiP from Slide Over: While 
watching a video in Slide Over, tap
the video, and tap the Picture in Pic-
ture icon in the lower right. 

•	 Adjust the PiP window size: Pinch 
out with two fingers to enlarge the
window or pinch in to shrink it. 

•	 Pause the PiP video: Tap the PiP
window and then tap the Pause
button. 

•	 Resume watching in fullscreen: Tap
the PiP window and then tap the
Fullscreen button. 

•	 Close PiP: Tap the PiP window and
then tap the Exit button. 

Note: PiP works only on the iPad mini 2,
iPad Air, iPad Pro, and later models. 

Moving the PiP Window 
You can drag the PiP window around
the screen to suit your tastes, though it
always snaps to the edge of the screen. 
If you just want to listen to the audio,
you can even drag the PiP off the edge
of the screen. iOS replaces it with a
small handle. To retrieve it, drag the
handle. 

Tip: To disable these multitasking fea-
tures so that swipes or taps don’t acci-
dentally invoke them, go to Settings >
General > Multitasking. Slide Over and
Split Screen are controlled by the Allow
Multiple Apps switch, while PiP is called
Persistent Video Overlay. 

Share this tip and chapter on 
“On most iOS 9 devices, to put playing video in a draggable Picture in
Picture panel, just press the Home button.” 

Discuss “Switching Apps in iOS 9” via 
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Pull Down the iOS 9 Notification Center
 
A notification is an optional alert from an app that advises you of a new status
or activity. For example, you can get a notification when you receive a new email 
message. 
But alerts are easy to miss, so Notification Center compiles all your recent notifica-
tions in a single place. In iOS 9, the iPad’s Notification Center has been split into two
columns to take better advantage of its larger screen ①. 

① The Today view in Notification Center summarizes your day, and it can include widgets from third-
party apps, such as Dark Sky, Kindle, PCalc, and Dropbox. 

Opening Notification Center Tip: Even if your notifications are usually
essential, they may not be welcome atPlace your finger above the top of the all hours. Instead of turning them offscreen and pull Notification Center entirely, you can disable them tem-down like a window shade. porarily with Do Not Disturb. 

Closing Notification Center
Press the Home button or drag the han-
dle (at the bottom of the screen) up. 
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Notification Center Layout
•	 Today view: Don’t look here for noti-

fications, but rather for information
specific to your day, such as the
weather, calendar events, and traffic
conditions. You can also install wid-
gets from third-party apps into this
view; see Adding a Widget. 

•	 Notifications view: Check here for 
notifications you may have missed,
grouped by app (see Working in
Notifications View). 

•	 Widgets view: If you pull down the
Notification Center while the iPad is 
in landscape mode, it displays a sec-
ond column that can either display
notifications or additional widgets. 

Setting up Notifications
• When you launch an app for the first

time, if it has a Notifications feature,
you’ll be asked whether you’d like
to receive notifications from that 
app. I suggest denying notifications
for apps that you don’t need to hear
from, like most games. 

• To specify how (or whether) an app
will notify you, tap Settings > Notifi-
cations and then tap the app’s entry
to view its Notifications screen ②. 
This screen offers a collection of op-
tions for how the app will notify you. 

Notification Types
•	 Badge: These small round images

display on app icons to show how
many unread items are in an app ③. 
Enable these for only the apps that
truly need them, so the badges you
see are important to you. For exam-
ple, my email inbox has thousands of
unread junk messages that I haven’t
pruned, so I disable the badge for
Gmail. But I leave it on for Messages,
since I read all my iMessages. 

Tip: To switch quickly between Notifica-
tion Center views, swipe left or right on
an empty space, or from the very left or
right edge of the screen. 

② In Settings > Notifications, you can set
preferences for each app, including sounds,
alert styles, and more. 

③ Badges are hard to miss, but if they’re
overused, they’re easy to ignore. 
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•	 Banners: A banner drops down from
the top of the screen and disappears
after a few seconds. This has been 
the default style since iOS 5 and is
usually a safe choice. 

•	 Alerts: The Alert style is Banners’
obnoxious older brother. These 
appear in the center of your screen,
and must be acted upon before
they’ll go away. Alerts are useful for
notifications that you absolutely
don’t want to miss. 

Widgets
In iOS 9, apps can have Today view
widgets that display in the Today or
Widgets view. For example, the PCalc 
widget puts a calculator in your Notifi-
cation Center. 

Adding a Widget
1. In Today view, scroll to the bottom

of the view and tap Edit. 
2. Scroll to the bottom of the screen 

to see the Do Not Include list and 
find the widget you want to add. 

3. Tap that widget’s green add
button ④. 
The widget’s entry moves into the
top portion of the list (or into the
Widgets View list on the iPad). 

4. If you like, adjust the widget’s
position by dragging the grab
handle at the right of its entry.
Drag the handle up or down (on
the iPad, you can drag a widget
up from the Widget View list to
the Today View list). 

5. At the upper right, tap Done. 

Removing a Widget
1. In Today view, scroll to the bottom

and tap Edit. 
2. Tap the widget’s red delete

button. Tap Remove. 
3. At the upper right, tap Done. 

Today View or Widgets View? 
If you’re organizing widgets on the iPad,
you may wonder whether you should
place widgets in the Today view or the
Widgets view. 
In portrait orientation, all widgets ap-
pear in the Today view, but in landscape
orientation, widgets assigned to Wid-
gets view appear in the right-hand col-
umn, which can be switched between
Widgets view and Notifications view. 
I like to put my essential widgets in
Today view where they are always
visible, and my less-essential widgets in
Widgets view. 

④ To add a widget to Notification Center, tap
its green add button. To remove a widget, tap
its red delete button. 

New! More Widgets 
The Find My Friends app is now built
into iOS 9, and with it comes a widget. It
lists your friends’ approximate locations,
when their locations were updated, and
their approximate distance from you. 
If you need to monitor the power of a
connected Bluetooth device, such as a
keyboard or headphones, try Apple’s
new-in-iOS-9 Batteries widget. See New! 
Batteries Widget, later. 

33 

Click here to buy the full 121-page “iOS 9: A Take Control Crash Course” for only $15!

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pcalc-the-best-calculator/id284666222?mt=8
http://store.esellerate.net/s.asp?s=STR5625274989&Cmd=BUY&SKURefnum=SKU04434844456&PT=TRK-0182-SAMPLE


   

 

 

 
 

 

 

    

 

Working in Notifications View
• Manage a notification: Swipe over

the notification from right to left. For
most notifications, you see an x that
you can tap to clear that notification.
In some cases, however, you may
see special buttons. For example,
for Mail messages, you may see Mark 
as Read and Archive buttons ⑤. 

•	 Work with a notification in its app:
Tap the notification to open the
corresponding app—often to a view
related to the notification. 

• Delete all of an app’s notifications:
Tap the delete icon to the right of
the app’s name; then tap Clear. 

•	 Delete a notification: Slide it up. 

Interactive Notifications 
Interactive notification banners let you
act upon notifications without having
to open the corresponding app. 
When you see a banner pop up at the
top of your screen, pull down on it to
respond ⑥. 
You can reply to messages, “like”
Facebook comments, and more! 

⑤ Swiping from right to left on a notification
reveals an x, which you can tap to delete the
notification. Or—in a few cases—you see other
management options; for example, in the case
of a Mail message, you can mark the message
as read or Archive it. 

⑥ Pull down a notification banner to reply to a 
message without opening Messages. 

Share this tip and chapter on 
“Notification Center on the iPad takes on a two-column look in iOS 9! 
To see it, rotate your iPad into landscape.” 

Discuss “Pull Down the iOS 9 Notification Center” via 
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About This Book 
We hope that you found this book both useful and enjoyable to read. We welcome 
your comments and questions in individual chapters. You can also send us email. 

Ebook Extras 
You can access extras related to this 
ebook on the Web. Once you’re on the 
ebook’s Take Control Extras page, you 
can: 
• Download any available new version

of the ebook for free, or buy any sub-
sequent edition at a discount. 

• Download various formats, including
PDF, EPUB, and Mobipocket. (Learn
about reading on mobile devices on 
our Device Advice page.) 

• Find out if we have any update plans
for the ebook. 

• Read postings to the ebook’s blog.
These may include new information
and tips, as well as links to author
interviews. 

Registering Your Ebook
If you bought this ebook from the Take
Control Web site, it has been automati-
cally added to your account, where you
can download it in other formats and 
access any future updates. 

If you bought this ebook elsewhere,
you can add it to your account: 

• If you already have a Take Control
account, log in to your account, and
then click the “access extras…” link 
in the previous bulleted list. 

• If you don’t have a Take Control ac-
count, first make one by following
the directions that appear when you
click the “access extras…” link above. 
Then, once you are logged in to your
new account, add your ebook by
clicking the “access extras…” link a
second time. 

Note: If you try these directions and find
that your device is incompatible with the
Take Control Web site, contact us. 

118 

Click here to buy the full 121-page “iOS 9: A Take Control Crash Course” for only $15!

mailto:tc-comments@tidbits.com
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/device-advice
mailto:tc-comments@tidbits.com
http://store.esellerate.net/s.asp?s=STR5625274989&Cmd=BUY&SKURefnum=SKU04434844456&PT=TRK-0182-SAMPLE


 

 
 

About the Author
 

Josh Centers is the Managing Editor
of TidBITS and author of Take Control 
of Apple TV. He has been featured 
in Macworld, Scientific American, the 
Washington Post, Boing Boing, and 
other fine publications, as well as on
Comedy Central and HuffPost Live. 
When he’s not writing or tweeting, Josh
enjoys spending time in the woods,
grilling, and occasionally sleeping. He
lives with his wife and son in rural Ten-
nessee. 

Acknowledgments 
Special thanks to: 
✦ Hannah, for putting up with me as I

wrote this 
✦ Tonya, Adam, and Michael for their

hard work and support 
✦ The iOS 9 team for a terrific update 
✦ The Walt Disney Company for pur-

chasing Star Wars from George Lucas 
✦ Will Ferrell for his timeless impres-

sions of Robert Goulet and Harry
Caray 

✦ The Coca-Cola Company for again
bringing back Surge soda at the best
possible time 

✦ Bacon 

119 

Click here to buy the full 121-page “iOS 9: A Take Control Crash Course” for only $15!

http://tidbits.com
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/apple-tv?pt=INTERNAL
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/apple-tv?pt=INTERNAL
http://store.esellerate.net/s.asp?s=STR5625274989&Cmd=BUY&SKURefnum=SKU04434844456&PT=TRK-0182-SAMPLE


 
 

 

About the Publisher
 

TidBITS Publishing Inc., publisher of the
Take Control book series and TidBITS 
Web site, was incorporated in 2007 by
co-founders Adam and Tonya Engst. 
Adam and Tonya are known in the
Apple world as writers, editors, and
speakers. They have been creating
Apple-related content since they
started the online newsletter TidBITS 
in 1990. 
In TidBITS, you can find the latest Apple
news, plus read reviews, opinions, and
more. TidBITS is the oldest continuous-
ly published digital publication on the
Internet, and it was the first Internet
publication ever to accept advertising,
back in 1992. Maybe someday Google
will say thank you. 
A special thanks to Michael for his
speedy assistance with the tech review
of this manuscript. 

Credits 
✦ Publisher: Adam Engst 
✦ Editor in Chief: Tonya Engst 
✦ Tech Editor: Michael E. Cohen 
✦ Production macros: Joe Kissell 
✦ Production Assistant: Oliver Habicht 
✦ Cover design: Sam Schick, Neversink 
✦ Logo design: Geoff Allen, FUN is OK 
✦ Publishing system: Leanpub 

More Take Control Books 
This is but one of many Take Control
titles! Most of our books focus on the 
Mac and OS X, but we also publish titles
that cover iOS, along with general tech-
nology topics. 
You can buy Take Control books from
the Take Control online catalog as well 
as from venues such as Amazon and the 
iBooks Store. But it’s a better user expe-
rience and our authors earn more when 
you buy directly from us. Just saying… 
Our ebooks are available in three 
popular formats: PDF, EPUB, and the
Kindle’s Mobipocket. All are DRM-free. 

120 

Click here to buy the full 121-page “iOS 9: A Take Control Crash Course” for only $15!

http://tidbits.com/
http://neversinkcreative.com/
http://www.funisok.com/
https://leanpub.com
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/catalog
http://store.esellerate.net/s.asp?s=STR5625274989&Cmd=BUY&SKURefnum=SKU04434844456&PT=TRK-0182-SAMPLE


 

 
   

   

 

 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 

Copyright and Fine Print 
iOS 9: A Take Control Crash Course 
ISBN: 978-1-61542-459-7 
Copyright © 2015, Josh Centers. All rights reserved. 
TidBITS Publishing Inc. 50 Hickory Road, Ithaca, NY 14850 USA 

Why Take Control? We designed Take Control electronic books to help readers regain 
a measure of control in an oftentimes out-of-control universe. With Take Control, we also 
work to streamline the publication process so that information about quickly changing 
technical topics can be published while it’s still relevant and accurate. 

Our books are DRM-free: This ebook doesn’t use digital rights management in any way 
because DRM makes life harder for everyone. So we ask a favor of our readers. If you want 
to share your copy of this ebook with a friend, please do so as you would a physical book, 
meaning that if your friend uses it regularly, he or she should buy a copy. Your support makes 
it possible for future Take Control ebooks to hit the Internet long before you’d find the same 
information in a printed book. Plus, if you buy the ebook, you’re entitled to any free updates 
that become available. 

Remember the trees! You have our permission to make a single print copy of this ebook 
for personal use, if you must. Please reference this page if a print service refuses to print 
the ebook for copyright reasons. 

Caveat lector: Although the author and TidBITS Publishing Inc. have made a reasonable 
effort to ensure the accuracy of the information herein, they assume no responsibility for 
errors or omissions. The information in this book is distributed “As Is,” without warranty of 
any kind. Neither TidBITS Publishing Inc. nor the author shall be liable to any person or entity 
for any special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages, including without limitation 
lost revenues or lost profits, that may result (or that are alleged to result) from the use of 
these materials. In other words, use this information at your own risk. 

It’s just a name: Many of the designations in this ebook used to distinguish products and 
services are claimed as trademarks or service marks. Any trademarks, service marks, product 
names, or named features that appear in this title are assumed to be the property of their 
respective owners. All product names and services are used in an editorial fashion only, with 
no intention of infringement. No such use, or the use of any trade name, is meant to convey 
endorsement or other affiliation with this title. 

We aren’t Apple: This title is an independent publication and has not been authorized, 
sponsored, or otherwise approved by Apple Inc. Because of the nature of this title, it uses 
terms that are registered trademarks or service marks of Apple Inc. If you’re into that sort of 
thing, you can view a complete list of Apple Inc.’s registered trademarks and service marks. 

121 

Click here to buy the full 121-page “iOS 9: A Take Control Crash Course” for only $15!

http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/
http://www.apple.com/legal/intellectual-property/trademark/appletmlist.html
http://store.esellerate.net/s.asp?s=STR5625274989&Cmd=BUY&SKURefnum=SKU04434844456&PT=TRK-0182-SAMPLE

	Table of Contents
	Read Me First
	Introduction
	What’s New in iOS 9
	What to Check after Installing iOS 9
	Explore the Lock Screen
	Take Control of the iOS 9 Control Center
	Home Screen, Sweet iOS 9 Home Screen
	Switching Apps in iOS 9
	Pull Down the iOS 9 Notification Center
	Spotlight on iOS 9 Spotlight
	Speaking to Siri
	Commanding Keyboards in iOS 9
	Managing Share Sheets in iOS 9
	An Introduction to iCloud
	There’s an App (Store) for That
	All in the Family Sharing
	iOS 9 Camera Basics
	Get to Know Photos in iOS 9
	Setting up and Using Mail in iOS 9
	Using Messages in iOS 9
	Phoning It In
	Going on Safari
	Mapping in iOS 9
	iOS 9: What’s in Your Wallet?
	iOS 9: For Your Health
	Additional Apple Apps
	Apps to Try in iOS
	Guarding Your Privacy in iOS 9
	iOS 9 Accessibility
	Managing Data Usage in iOS 9
	Improving Battery Life in iOS 9
	About This Book
	About the Author
	About the Publisher
	Copyright and Fine Print



