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Read Me First 
Welcome to Take Control of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, version 1.4, pub-
lished in May 2022 by alt concepts. This book was written by Josh 
Centers and edited by Joe Kissell. 

This book shows you how to use all the new features in iOS 15 and 
iPadOS 15, like Focus, copying text out of images, identifying wild 
plants with Visual Lookup, using the new Safari, and more. 

If you want to share this ebook with a friend, we ask that you do so 
as you would with a physical book: “lend” it for a quick look, but ask 
your friend to buy a copy for careful reading or reference. Discounted 
classroom and user group copies are available. 

Copyright © 2022, Josh Centers. All rights reserved. 

Updates and More 

You can access extras related to this ebook on the web (use the link 
in Ebook Extras, near the end; it’s available only to purchasers). On 
the ebook’s Take Control Extras page, you can: 

• Download any available new version of the ebook for free, or buy 
any subsequent edition at a discount. 

• Download various formats, including PDF, EPUB, and Mobipocket. 
(Learn about reading on mobile devices on our Device Advice page.) 

• Read the ebook’s blog. You may find new tips or information, as 
well as a link to an author interview. 

If you bought this ebook from the Take Control website, it has been 
added to your account, where you can download it in other formats 
and access any future updates. 
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Basics 

To check which version of iOS you’re currently using, open the Settings 
app and tap General, then About. Look on the About screen for the 
Version line, which will provide the version of iOS/iPadOS. 

Touch and Hold 

Throughout this book, I use the term touch and hold. Here’s what I 
mean: Lightly place your finger on the screen and hold it there for a 
few moments. You might feel some haptic feedback when that triggers 
an action. 

Apple used to include a feature called 3D Touch on some iPhones 
where you had to press on the screen to perform various actions. Apple 
has scrapped that entirely, so now touch and hold takes its place. The 
upshot is that these features aren’t just limited to certain iPhones, but 
are available on all iPhones and iPads. 

What’s New in Version 1.4 

Apple included several new features in iOS 15.4 and iPadOS 15.4, 
which most notably added Universal Control to the iPad—the last of 
the major promised features for iOS 15 and iPadOS 15. See Features 
Added Since 15.0. 

What Was New in Version 1.3 

Apple has released iOS 15.2 and iPadOS 15.2, which adds more 
promised features to those operating systems, including App Privacy 
Report and Digital Legacy. See Features Added Since 15.0. 
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Introduction 
If the iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 releases could be summed up in single 
word, it would be: FINALLY. 

These releases tick off so many things that users have wanted for years. 
Better iPad multitasking? Yes, finally. Extensions in Safari? Yes, 
finally. Apple account recovery, even after death? Yes, finally. On-
device Siri? Yes, finally. Support for two-factor authentication in the 
password manager? Finally. Tags in Notes? Finally. Free temporary 
iCloud storage so you can upgrade to a new device without paying 
more? Finally. The option to view FaceTime participants in a regular 
grid instead of faces bouncing all over the screen? Finally! 

iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 add other features that you probably always 
wanted, but weren’t sure were possible. Things like being able to copy 
text right out of a photo and paste it into a note, or watching a movie 
with a friend over FaceTime. 

While it’s not fair to say “finally” to this, iPadOS 15 brings the App 
Library and widgets from iOS 14, along with the ability to hide Home 
screen pages. New to both iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 is the option to 
rearrange Home screen pages. 

However, there might be some features you didn’t want. Apple has set 
out to redesign Safari across the iPhone, iPad, and Mac. These changes 
proved controversial across the betas, forcing Apple to make some 
major changes, even if the company hasn’t retreated entirely. Apple 
has also included ways to undo those changes, which I explain. 

Despite Safari’s quirks, the betas of these releases were solid, and I 
expect the same of the public releases. They bring many long-request-
ed features that should make your iPhone and iPad experience better. 
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iOS and iPadOS 15: What Works on 
Your Device and What Doesn’t 

iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 have many great new features, but not every 
feature works with every device. 

To figure out what features will work on your devices, I refer you to my 
TidBITS article The Real System Requirements for Apple’s 2021 
Operating Systems. There will undoubtedly be additional features 
added as new hardware devices are rolled out, and this book will be 
updated to address those. 

For many features, an A12 Bionic processor or better is required. That 
includes: 

• iPhone XR, XS, and XS Max 

• iPhone SE (2nd generation) 

• iPad (8th generation) 

• iPad mini (5th generation) 

• iPad Air (3rd generation) 

• iPad Pro (3rd generation) 

Features that require an A12 Bionic or later include: 

• Spatial Audio and Portrait Mode in FaceTime 

• The “all new city experience” and immersive walking directions in 
Maps 

• Live Text in Camera 

• Visual Lookup in Photos 

• Siri on-device processing, on-device personalization, on-device 
dictation, and continuous dictation 

• Animated backgrounds in the iOS 15 Weather app 
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Other features with specific system requirements include: 

• Car keys and home keys: iPhone XS and later 

• Walking steadiness: iPhone 8 and later 

• Zoom in QuickTake videos: iPhone XR, XS, XS Max, and later 

• 5G enhanced connectivity: iPhone 12 models, iPad Pro 12.9-
inch (5th generation), and iPad Pro 11-inch (3rd generation) 

• Spatial Audio with head tracking using AirPods Pro and 
AirPods Max: iPhone 7 and later, iPad Pro 12.9-inch (3rd genera-
tion and later), iPad Pro 11-inch, iPad Air (3rd generation and later), 
iPad (6th generation and later), and iPad mini (5th generation) 
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iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 
Quick Start 

If you’re brand new to iOS or iPadOS, start with An iOS/iPadOS Crash 
Course. Otherwise, this chapter offers some suggestions for things you 
should look at first. 

Get your bearings in reworked features: 
• Apple has overhauled Safari in iOS and iPadOS. For instance, the 

address bar is now on the bottom in iOS. Learn how to Navigate the 
New Safari Interface. 

• iPadOS now has explicit onscreen controls for making and manag-
ing multitasking windows. Learn how to Multitask in iPadOS 15. 

• The Memories feature in Photos has been remade from the ground 
up to be smarter and more flexible. See Play with the New Memo-
ries. 

Communicate better: 
• Send Links to FaceTime Conversations and schedule FaceTime 

calls. 

• Finding What’s Shared with You in various apps. For instance, web-
pages shared with you in Messages now have a special place in 
Safari. The same goes for photos, music, and other types of media. 

Discover new features in old apps: 
• Take a Quick Note on the iPad. 

• Organize Your Browsing with Tab Groups in Safari, which let you 
maintain separate bundles of tabs. For instance, you could have one 
tab group for work and another for personal browsing. 

• View the Interactive Globe in Maps. It’s not especially useful, but 
it’s fun to play with. 
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• Take Advantage of Live Text to extract text from images. One of the 
most impressive new features in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 lets you 
select and copy text in images as easily as you can any text. That 
works in Camera, Photos, and Safari. 

• Adjust Playback Speed in Voice Memos to speed up or slow down 
playback. 
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An iOS/iPadOS Crash 
Course 

Most people know the basics of iOS and iPadOS or pick them up 
quickly. I’ve seen it myself with both young children and older folks 
who didn’t grow up with computers. But there might be some things 
you’ve missed. 

Apple publishes very nice user guides for the iPhone and iPad, and I 
strongly encourage you to check those out. 

I also encourage you to check out Apple’s YouTube channel, which 
sometimes posts useful instructional videos in addition to promotional 
content. 

Here is a quick crash course on using iOS and iPadOS. 

Navigate the Lock Screen 

The Lock screen is the first thing you see when you wake an iPhone or 
iPad, so let’s start there. The Lock Screen displays your latest notifica-
tions, and offers quick access to Control Center, Search, the Camera 
app, and Widgets. 

Note: To learn about notification summaries and Focus, turn to 
Control Your Notifications. 

Modern iPhones and iPads have one of two authentication mecha-
nisms: Touch ID, which lets you authenticate with a fingerprint, or 
Face ID, which lets you authenticate with facial recognition. 

First, you need to wake up the device. You can use the Sleep/Wake 
button, but it’s not always convenient to press. On devices with Home 
buttons, pressing the Home button also wakes the screen. On Touch ID 
devices without Home buttons, tapping the screen wakes the device. 
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With Touch ID, you unlock the device by placing a recognized finger on 
the Home button. Face ID unlocks when it recognizes your face. If it 
doesn’t recognize your face (like if you’re wearing a mask), you may be 
prompted to enter your passcode. An Apple Watch can also be used to 
unlock your iPhone in those situations. 

To lock your device again, press the Sleep/Wake button. 

Here’s how to perform common functions on the Lock screen before 
you unlock it: 

• Manage notifications: Notifications appear on your Lock screen; 
these may include messages, emails, news alerts, and sometimes 
just useless junk you don’t care about. (You can turn them off per 
app in Settings > Notifications > App Name.) 

Tip: By default, iOS and iPadOS show previews of your notifications 
when the device is unlocked, which is convenient, but a potential 
privacy risk. You can adjust that in Settings > Notifications > Show 
Previews. 

Notifications from the same app are often grouped together, and 
you can tap the group to expand it (Figure 1). 

Figure 1: Tap a notification stack to expand it. Tap Show Less to re-
stack it. 

Swipe left on a notification to reveal two buttons: Options and 
Clear. Tap Clear to get rid of the notification, or you can keep 
swiping it to the left to clear it in one movement. Tapping Options 
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About This Book 
Thank you for purchasing this Take Control book. We hope you find 
it both useful and enjoyable to read. We welcome your comments. 

Ebook Extras 

You can access extras related to this ebook on the web. Once you’re 
on the ebook’s Take Control Extras page, you can: 

• Download any available new version of the ebook for free, or buy 
a subsequent edition at a discount. 

• Download various formats, including PDF, EPUB, and Mobipocket. 
(Learn about reading on mobile devices on our Device Advice page.) 

• Read the ebook’s blog. You may find new tips or information, as 
well as a link to an author interview. 

• Find out if we have any update plans for the ebook. 

If you bought this ebook from the Take Control website, it has been 
automatically added to your account, where you can download it in 
other formats and access any future updates. 

More Take Control Books 
This is but one of many Take Control titles! We have books that cover 
a wide range of technology topics, with extra emphasis on Macs and 
other Apple products. 

You can buy Take Control books from the Take Control online catalog 
as well as from venues such as Amazon and the Apple Books Store. 
But it’s a better user experience and our authors earn more when you 
buy directly from us. Just saying… 

Our ebooks are available in three popular formats: PDF, EPUB, and 
the Kindle’s Mobipocket. All are DRM-free. 
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Copyright and Fine Print 
Take Control of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 
ISBN: 978-1-7780439-1-8 
Copyright © 2022, Josh Centers. All rights reserved. 

alt concepts, 419 8B-3110 8th St. East, Saskatoon, SK S7H 0W2 Canada 

Why Take Control? We designed Take Control electronic books to help readers regain 
a measure of control in an oftentimes out-of-control universe. With Take Control, we also 
work to streamline the publication process so that information about quickly changing 
technical topics can be published while it’s still relevant and accurate. 

Our books are DRM-free: This ebook doesn’t use digital rights management in any 
way because DRM makes life harder for everyone. So we ask a favor of our readers. If you 
want to share your copy of this ebook with a friend, please do so as you would a physical 
book, meaning that if your friend uses it regularly, they should buy a copy. Your support 
makes it possible for future Take Control ebooks to hit the internet long before you’d find 
the same information in a printed book. Plus, if you buy the ebook, you’re entitled to any 
free updates that become available. 

Remember the trees! You have our permission to make a single print copy of this 
ebook for personal use, if you must. Please reference this page if a print service refuses 
to print the ebook for copyright reasons. 

Caveat lector: Although the author and alt concepts have made a reasonable effort 
to ensure the accuracy of the information herein, they assume no responsibility for errors 
or omissions. The information in this book is distributed “As Is,” without warranty of any 
kind. Neither alt concepts nor the author shall be liable to any person or entity for any 
special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages, including without limitation lost 
revenues or lost profits, that may result (or that are alleged to result) from the use of these 
materials. In other words, use this information at your own risk. 

It’s just a name: Many of the designations in this ebook used to distinguish products 
and services are claimed as trademarks or service marks. Any trademarks, service marks, 
product names, or named features that appear in this title are assumed to be the property 
of their respective owners. All product names and services are used in an editorial fashion 
only, with no intention of infringement. No such use, or the use of any trade name, is 
meant to convey endorsement or other affiliation with this title. 

We aren’t Apple: This title is an independent publication and has not been authorized, 
sponsored, or otherwise approved by Apple Inc. Because of the nature of this title, it uses 
terms that are registered trademarks or service marks of Apple Inc. If you’re into that sort 
of thing, you can view a complete list of Apple Inc.’s registered trademarks and service 
marks. 
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