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Read Me First 
Welcome to Take Control of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, version 1.1, pub-
lished in September 2021 by alt concepts inc. This book was written by 
Josh Centers and edited by Joe Kissell. 

This book shows you how to use all the new features in iOS 15 and 
iPadOS 15, like Focus, copying text out of images, identifying wild 
plants with Visual Lookup, using the new Safari, and more. 

If you want to share this ebook with a friend, we ask that you do so 
as you would with a physical book: “lend” it for a quick look, but ask 
your friend to buy a copy for careful reading or reference. Discounted 
classroom and user group copies are available. 

Copyright © 2021, Josh Centers. All rights reserved. 

Updates and More
 

You can access extras related to this ebook on the web (use the link 
in Ebook Extras, near the end; it’s available only to purchasers). On 
the ebook’s Take Control Extras page, you can: 

•	 Download any available new version of the ebook for free, or buy 
any subsequent edition at a discount. 

•	 Download various formats, including PDF, EPUB, and Mobipocket. 
(Learn about reading on mobile devices on our Device Advice page.) 

•	 Read the ebook’s blog. You may find new tips or information, as 
well as a link to an author interview. 

If you bought this ebook from the Take Control website, it has been 
added to your account, where you can download it in other formats 
and access any future updates. 
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Basics
 

To check which version of iOS you’re currently using, open the Settings 
app and tap General, then About. Look on the About screen for the 
Version line, which will provide the version of iOS/iPadOS. 

Touch and Hold
 

Throughout this book, I use the term touch and hold. Here’s what I 
mean: Lightly place your finger on the screen and hold it there for a 
few moments. You might feel some haptic feedback when that triggers 
an action. 

Apple used to include a feature called 3D Touch on some iPhones 
where you had to press on the screen to perform various actions. Apple 
has scrapped that entirely, so now touch and hold takes its place. The 
upshot is that these features aren’t just limited to certain iPhones, but 
are available on all iPhones and iPads. 

What’s New in Version 1.1
 

iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 are here! Here’s what’s new in this edition of the 
book: 

•	 Apple had waffled on whether Hide My Email would be available for 
the initial releases, so we excluded it from the first version of the 
book. It is indeed available now. See Hide My (Your) Email. 

•	 Safari’s Private Relay feature is officially in beta, but is available to 
all iCloud+ subscribers. See Browse with iCloud Private Relay. 

•	 Apple has announced details about the initial rollout of storing state 
IDs in the Wallet app. See Wallet: ID Cards, Keys, Archived Passes. 

•	 The option to use custom email domain names with iCloud Mail is 
now in beta. See Custom Domain Names in iCloud Mail. 
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Introduction 
If the iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 releases could be summed up in single 
word, it would be: FINALLY. 

These releases tick off so many things that users have wanted for years. 
Better iPad multitasking? Yes, finally. Extensions in Safari? Yes, 
finally. Apple account recovery, even after death? Yes, finally. On-
device Siri? Yes, finally. Support for two-factor authentication in the 
password manager? Finally. Tags in Notes? Finally. Free temporary 
iCloud storage so you can upgrade to a new device without paying 
more? Finally. The option to view FaceTime participants in a regular 
grid instead of faces bouncing all over the screen? Finally! 

iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 add other features that you probably always 
wanted, but weren’t sure were possible. Things like being able to copy 
text right out of a photo and paste it into a note, or watching a movie 
with a friend over FaceTime (eventually; SharePlay has been pushed to 
a future iOS 15 update). 

While it’s not fair to say “finally” to this, iPadOS 15 brings the App 
Library and widgets from iOS 14, along with the ability to hide Home 
screen pages. New to both iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 is the option to 
rearrange Home screen pages. 

However, there might be some features you didn’t want. Apple has set 
out to redesign Safari across the iPhone, iPad, and Mac. These changes 
proved controversial across the betas, forcing Apple to make some 
major changes, even if the company hasn’t retreated entirely. Apple 
has also included ways to undo those changes, which I explain. 

Despite Safari’s quirks, the betas of these releases were solid, and I 
expect the same of the public releases. They bring many long-request-
ed features that should make your iPhone and iPad experience better. 
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iOS and iPadOS 15 Day One: What 
Works and What Doesn’t 

iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 have many great new features, but there are a 
couple of caveats: not every feature will be available at launch and not 
every feature will work with every device. 

Here are features Apple says will be added in future updates: 

•	 New city experiences in CarPlay maps 

•	 App Privacy Reports 

•	 Digital Legacy 

•	 SharePlay and screen sharing from FaceTime 

To figure out what features will work on your devices, I refer you to my 
TidBITS article The Real System Requirements for Apple’s 2021 
Operating Systems. There will undoubtedly be additional features 
added as new hardware devices are rolled out, and this book will be 
updated to address those. 

For many features, an A12 Bionic processor or better is required. That 
includes: 

•	 iPhone XR, XS, and XS Max 

•	 iPad (8th generation) 

•	 iPad mini (5th generation) 

•	 iPad Air (3rd generation) 

• iPad Pro (3rd generation)
 

Features that require an A12 Bionic or later include:
 

•	 Spatial Audio and Portrait Mode in FaceTime
 

•	 The “all new city experience” and immersive walking directions in 
Maps 
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•	 Live Text in Camera 

•	 Visual Lookup in Photos 

•	 Siri on-device processing, on-device personalization, on-device 
dictation, and continuous dictation 

• Animated backgrounds in the iOS 15 Weather app 

Other features with specific system requirements include: 

•	 Car keys and home keys: iPhone XS and later 

•	 Walking steadiness: iPhone 8 and later 

•	 Zoom in QuickTake videos: iPhone XR, XS, XS Max, and later 

•	 5G enhanced connectivity: iPhone 12 models, iPad Pro 12.9-
inch (5th generation), and iPad Pro 11-inch (3rd generation) 

•	 Spatial Audio with head tracking using AirPods Pro and 
AirPods Max: iPhone 7 and later, iPad Pro 12.9-inch (3rd genera-
tion and later), iPad Pro 11-inch, iPad Air (3rd generation and later), 
iPad (6th generation and later), and iPad mini (5th generation) 

9 

Click here to buy the full 104-page “Take Control of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15” for only $10.99!

https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/cart/?add-to-cart=806904


 

         
          

   

    
         

              
 

        
        

           
           

 
        

         
           
           

     
      

         
           

        

           
    

iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 
Quick Start 

If you’re brand new to iOS or iPadOS, start with An iOS/iPadOS Crash 
Course. Otherwise, this chapter offers some suggestions for things you 
should look at first. 

Get your bearings in reworked features: 
•	 Apple has overhauled Safari in iOS and iPadOS. For instance, the 

address bar is now on the bottom in iOS. Learn how to Navigate the 
New Safari Interface. 

•	 iPadOS now has explicit onscreen controls for making and manag-
ing multitasking windows. Learn how to Multitask in iPadOS 15. 

•	 The Memories feature in Photos has been remade from the ground 
up to be smarter and more flexible. See Play with the New Memo-
ries. 

Communicate better: 
•	 Send Links to FaceTime Conversations and schedule FaceTime 

calls. 

•	 Finding What’s Shared with You in various apps. For instance, web-
pages shared with you in Messages now have a special place in 
Safari. The same goes for photos, music, and other types of media. 

Discover new features in old apps: 
•	 Take a Quick Note on the iPad. 

•	 Organize Your Browsing with Tab Groups in Safari, which let you 
maintain separate bundles of tabs. For instance, you could have one 
tab group for work and another for personal browsing. 

•	 View the Interactive Globe in Maps. It’s not especially useful, but 
it’s fun to play with. 
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•	 Take Advantage of Live Text to extract text from images. One of the 
most impressive new features in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 lets you 
select and copy text in images as easily as you can any text. That 
works in Camera, Photos, and Safari. 

•	 Adjust Playback Speed in Voice Memos to speed up or slow down 
playback. 
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An iOS/iPadOS Crash 
Course 

Most people know the basics of iOS and iPadOS or pick them up 
quickly. I’ve seen it myself with both young children and older folks 
who didn’t grow up with computers. But there might be some things 
you’ve missed. 

Apple publishes very nice user guides for the iPhone and iPad, and I 
strongly encourage you to check those out. 

I also encourage you to check out Apple’s YouTube channel, which 
sometimes posts useful instructional videos in addition to promotional 
content. 

Here is a quick crash course on using iOS and iPadOS. 

Navigate the Lock Screen
 

The Lock screen is the first thing you see when you wake an iPhone or 
iPad, so let’s start there. The Lock Screen displays your latest notifica-
tions, and offers quick access to Control Center, Search, the Camera 
app, and Widgets. 

Note: To learn about notification summaries and Focus, turn to
 

Control Your Notifications.
 

Modern iPhones and iPads have one of two authentication mecha-
nisms: Touch ID, which lets you authenticate with a fingerprint, or 
Face ID, which lets you authenticate with facial recognition. 

First, you need to wake up the device. You can use the Sleep/Wake 
button, but it’s not always convenient to press. On devices with Home 
buttons, pressing the Home button also wakes the screen. On Touch ID 
devices without Home buttons, tapping the screen wakes the device. 
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With Touch ID, you unlock the device by placing a recognized finger on 
the Home button. Face ID unlocks when it recognizes your face. If it 
doesn’t recognize your face (like if you’re wearing a mask), you may be 
prompted to enter your passcode. An Apple Watch can also be used to 
unlock your iPhone in those situations. 

To lock your device again, press the Sleep/Wake button. 

Here’s how to perform common functions on the Lock screen before 
you unlock it: 

•	 Manage notifications: Notifications appear on your Lock screen; 
these may include messages, emails, news alerts, and sometimes 
just useless junk you don’t care about. (You can turn them off per 
app in Settings > Notifications > App Name.) 

Tip: By default, iOS and iPadOS show previews of your notifications 

when the device is unlocked, which is convenient, but a potential
 
privacy risk. You can adjust that in Settings > Notifications > Show
 

Previews.
 

Notifications from the same app are often grouped together, and 
you can tap the group to expand it (Figure 1). 

Figure 1: Tap a notification stack to expand it. Tap Show Less to re-
stack it. 

Swipe left on a notification to reveal two buttons: Options and 
Clear. Tap Clear to get rid of the notification, or you can keep 
swiping it to the left to clear it in one movement. Tapping Options 
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Learn What’s New in 
iPadOS 15 

iPadOS 15 adds the new Home screen features introduced in iOS 15, 
overhauls the iPad’s weird multitasking system to make it more man-
ageable, makes it easier to take notes, and introduces a macOS-style 
menu bar. 

Take Advantage of Widgets and App 
Library in iPadOS 15 

iPadOS 15 adds two holdovers from iOS 14: App Library and Home 
screen widgets. If you’re well acquainted with those features, feel free 
to skip this section, but if they’re new to you or you’d like a refresher, 
read on. 

Clean Up Your Home Screen with App 
Library 
App Library is the canonical home for all your iPad apps. Whereas in 
iPadOS 14 and earlier, all your apps “lived” on the Home screen, App 
Library is akin to how apps work in macOS, where your apps exist in 
the Applications folder (or another folder) and you have Desktop and 
Dock aliases to them. 

The App Library automatically sorts your apps into pre-generated 
folders (Figure 10). However, it does not modify your current Home 
screen layouts. You can still set up as many Home screen pages and 
folders as you like and sort app shortcuts how you want. And if you 
don’t care for App Library, you can safely ignore it. 
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Figure 10: App Library automatically sorts all of your apps. 

App Library is a powerful tool that can help you clean up messy Home 
screens and that complements the Home screen without replacing it. 
Here’s a rundown on how to use it: 

•	 Access App Library: App Library is the last icon in the Dock 
(Figure 11). Tap it to open App Library. 

Figure 11: Tap the last icon in the Dock to open App Library. 

•	 Close App Library: Tap an empty spot on the App Library screen. 

•	 Use App Library folders: App Library folders display up to four 
icons: either app icons alone or three quick-access app icons and a 
fourth icon composed of four mini icons that you can tap to open 
the folder. 
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Share with FaceTime 
The Covid-19 pandemic has emphasized the importance of video 
conferencing. It also revealed many of the drawbacks of Apple’s Face-
Time software. 

Apple has been hard at work to make FaceTime more competitive with 
market-leader Zoom with new features like grid view for group calls, 
the capability to send preset links to scheduled FaceTime conversa-
tions, and SharePlay, which will let you watch movies and listen to 
music with friends, once the feature appears in a future update to iOS 
15 and iPadOS 15. 

FaceTime Miscellanea: Spatial Audio, Portrait Mode, Mic
 

Modes
 

FaceTime has several new additions to spruce up your conversations: 

✦	 Spatial Audio: This is a simulation of surround sound, adding a
 

sense of directionality to sounds. In Group FaceTime calls, it’s 

used to give you a sense of which person is talking by making 

audio sound like it’s coming from the direction of their window.
 
Spatial Audio requires an A12 processor or greater. See iOS and 

iPadOS 15 Day One: What Works and What Doesn’t.
 

✦	 Portrait Mode: On iPhones with an A12 Bionic or later that 
support Portrait Mode photos, you can enable Portrait Mode in 
FaceTime calls to blur the background while keeping your face 
sharp. During a FaceTime call, bring up Control Center (see Access 
Control Center) and tap and hold Video Effects. 

✦ Mic Modes: FaceTime now has two microphone modes: Wide 
Spectrum, which captures all sounds, and Voice Isolation, which 
uses machine learning to highlight your voice and block out back-
ground sounds. To switch between them, bring up Control Center 
(see Access Control Center) during a FaceTime call and tap and 
hold Mic Mode. 
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Switch to Grid View in Group Calls
 

Group FaceTime calls have been a welcome addition, but the way 
FaceTime presents other participants is awful, with variable windows 
that bounce all over the screen. Apple has at last implemented a 
regular grid view, but you have to know how to turn it on. 

While in a FaceTime call, tap the screen to reveal controls. Tap where 
it says “FaceTime, Number Person Active” and then tap Grid Layout 
and Done. 

Tip: You may find the App Switcher confusing during FaceTime calls. 
The FaceTime app is now presented in one window while the actual 
call is in another. 

Send Links to FaceTime Conversations
 

You can now send web links to FaceTime conversations. There are two 
reasons to do this: 

•	 Schedule a FaceTime meeting in advance and add it to a calendar 
invitation so a participant can click or tap at the appointed time to 
join in. You do this through the Calendar app. 

•	 Add another participant to a group call who missed the initial call. 

•	 Invite someone who uses a non-Apple platform to a FaceTime call. 
Yes, FaceTime can now work on Android, Linux, and Windows 
through either the Google Chrome or Microsoft Edge web browsers. 
You do this through the FaceTime app. 

Sending FaceTime Links from FaceTime 
The FaceTime app has a big, prominent Create Link button. It’s pretty 
self-explanatory, but here’s how to make a FaceTime link to share for 
an immediate call: 

1.	 Tap Create Link, which brings up a share sheet. 
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Share with Messages 
Messages doesn’t see many changes in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15. Most of 
what’s new revolves around better discovery of things others have 
shared with you, with the new Shared with You sections in Apple’s 
apps, photo collections, and the option to pin shared web links. 

Tip: Memojis have many more options in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, 
including 40 new outfit choices, accessibility options like cochlear 
implants, stickers, glasses and more. To play with Memoji, open any 
thread in Messages, tap the Memoji button above the keyboard, 
scroll all the way to the left, and tap New Memoji. 

Finding What’s Shared with You
 

People share all sorts of things with you through messages, like web-
pages, articles, and songs. To help corral all those shared things, Apple 
has introduced a new feature called Shared With You, which adds a 
special section in many built-in Apple apps to gather links others have 
sent you in Messages. Here’s where to find them: 

•	 Music: Go to Listen Now and scroll down to Shared with You. 

•	 News: Go to Today and scroll down to Shared with You, or tap 
Shared with You in the sidebar. 

•	 Photos: Go to the For You tab. 

•	 Podcasts: Go to Listen Now and scroll to Shared with You. 

•	 Safari: When you open a new tab, the Start Page has a Shared with 
You section. There’s also a Shared with You section in the iPadOS 
sidebar. 

•	 TV: Go to Watch Now and scroll down to Shared with You. 
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View Photo Collections in Messages
 

In iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, when someone sends you multiple photos 
and/or videos at once, they’re stacked into a photo collection. You can 
identify a photo collection in a few ways: 

•	 Blue text that says how many items are in the collection, such as “6 
Items.” You can tap that text label to show a grid of all the photos 
and videos in the collection. 

•	 A stack of photos that resembles a hand of playing cards (Figure 
17). Tap the stack to view the photos in full-screen mode. Swipe left 
and right to move between photos. 

Figure 17: Multiple photos in a Messages thread appear in a fan 
pattern like a hand of playing cards. 

•	 A download button. Tap that icon and then Save to Photo Library 
to quickly save those items to Photos. To find those photos, tap 
Recents in the sidebar on iPad or go to Albums > Recents on 
iPhone. 
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Relearn Safari 
Safari has been overhauled in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, and you may find 
both versions confusing at first. I’ll walk you through relearning Safari 
and how to take advantage of the new Tab Groups feature to better 
organize your browsing. 

Tip: Safari has a new voice search feature. Tap the microphone  in 
the address bar (you may have to tap the bar to reveal it) to dictate a 
search to the search engine you selected in Settings > Safari > 
Search Engine. 

Navigate the New Safari Interface
 

The Safari interface is very different in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, and 
they’re also very different from each other. 

Use Safari in iOS 15 
Safari in iOS 15 moves the address bar to the bottom of the screen to 
make it easier to reach with your thumb (Figure 19). Apple calls that 
bottom address bar the Tab Bar, for those keeping score at home. 
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Figure 19: The address bar is at the bottom of the screen in iOS 15. 

Apple showed a much more radical redesign at the WWDC keynote, 
which hid many common controls, but the company largely recanted 
after a litany of user complaints. 

Tip: Swipe left or right on the address bar to quickly switch between
 

tabs. Swipe up on the address bar to reveal all tabs.
 

I encourage you to give the location bar a chance at the bottom of the 
screen. But if you just can’t stand it, Apple gives you an out: go to 
Settings > Safari and select Single Tab, which places the address bar 
back at the top. You can switch back by choosing Tab Bar. 

Using Safari in iPadOS 15 
Safari in iPadOS 15 isn’t quite as radical a redesign as Safari in iOS 15, 
but Apple has changed just enough stuff to throw you off. Here’s a 
rundown of what’s changed: 

•	 View tabs: The tabs icon has changed, but it’s in the same place 
and works the same. 

•	 Add Bookmark or Add to Reading List: Touch and hold the 
address bar to reveal a menu with these functions. 
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Control Your Notifications 
Notifications have been redesigned in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 with large 
icons on the left side of each notification, and with your contact’s photo 
or icon on Messages notifications. 

Notifications don’t look very different on the iPad, but they’re signifi-
cantly slimmer on the iPhone. Apple is also moving away from big 
modal notifications—expect to see more banner-style notifications at 
the top of the screen. 

Outside that, you can now bundle notifications into summaries, and 
you can use the new Focus feature to block out certain notifications 
depending on what you’re doing. 

Receive Notification Summaries
 

Notification Summary can bundle notifications and deliver them as a 
single notification at set times of day (Figure 23). 
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Figure 23: The Notification Summary bundles notifications and 
delivers them at set times throughout the day. 

You can tap the summary to expand individual notifications in the 
summary (Figure 24). 
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Find More with Maps 
Maps sees many changes in iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, mostly on the 
design front, like more-detailed city maps in certain cities (assuming 
you have an A12 Bionic processor or better) and new place cards. Let’s 
look at some of the new interactive features in maps. 

Note: Businesses can now add App Clips to their listing. App Clips are 
micro apps that you can run with a tap without installing them. 

View the New Driving Map
 

Previous version of iOS had three map views: Map, Transit, and 
Satellite. iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 have four views: Explore, Driving, 
Transit, and Satellite. To switch between map views, tap the button 
above the arrow icon (the button’s icon changes depending on your 
map view, Figure 27). 
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Figure 27: Tap the button highlighted in red to change the map 
type. 

Explore is essentially what the Map view was in older versions: a 
general-purpose map that’s easy to read. The new Driving map ex-
pands on that to show traffic conditions, like accidents, traffic jams, 
and road closures. 

Various road hazards are denoted with red icons. You can tap one to 
view the specifics of the hazard and when the data was last updated 
(Figure 28). 
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See What’s New in 
Camera and Photos 

The Camera and Photos app have some exciting new features. Most 
notable are the new Live Text feature that lets you extract text from an 
image and Visual Lookup, which lets you identify books, paintings, 
plants, animals, and more. Memories has also seen an overhaul and 
you can view and edit EXIF data in Photos. 

Take Advantage of Live Text
 

Live Text is a game-changing feature and might be the most exciting 
addition to iOS 15 and iPadOS 15. Camera and Photos can now recog-
nize text or handwriting in photos and let you copy it out. You can take 
a photo of a recipe, a part number, or an advertisement, select it just as 
you would any other text, and copy and paste it into Notes, a Safari 
search, or another app. 

Note: To use Live Text, you must have a device with an A12 Bionic 

processor or newer. Some Live Text features require higher-end 

camera lenses.
 

Select Text in the Photos App 
Typically, you can select text in a photo just as you would in any other 
app, by holding your finger down on the text until it’s highlighted in 
blue. Once that happens, you can use the blue drag handles to adjust 
the selection (Figure 31). 
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Figure 31: You can take a photo of a page from a book, copy the 
text, and paste it into Safari to search for it on the web. 

Tip: You can use system Search to search for text detected in photos. 
For some reason, this doesn’t work in the Photos app. 

After you’ve selected the text, a popover appears that lets you copy, 
translate, or do any other action that you can normally perform with 
text. 

If you have trouble selecting text, it could be that the device you took 
the photo with doesn’t have a camera capable of capturing Live Text. 
Apple hasn’t released specifics, but when I take photos with my iPad, 
Live Text doesn’t work, though it does work if I take a photo with my 
iPhone 11 Pro, even if it’s running iOS 14 (after it syncs over to my iPad 
running iPadOS 15). 

Look for the Detect Text button, which appears when Photos 
identifies text in a photo. If you tap that button, it highlights all the 
identified text in the photo. 

Note: Sometimes the text copied from Photos isn’t perfectly identi-
fied and it may show up as gibberish when you paste it.
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Discover New Accessibility 
Features 

Apple has always emphasized accessibility features that help the 
disabled use its software that otherwise wouldn’t be able to. But you 
don’t have to have a disability to find these features useful—accessibili-
ty is for everyone. Here are some of the most interesting new accessi-
bility features. 

Control Text Size Per App
 

You can now control the text size in each individual app through 
Control Center’s text size control. To enable the text size control in 
Control Center: 

1. Go to Settings > Control Center. 

2. Scroll down to Text Size and tap the insert button. If there is 
instead a remove button next to Text Size, it’s already in Control 
Center. 

To control text size, bring up Control Center and tap the Text Size 
button. This brings up a text size slider. Underneath are two  but-
tons. Tap the one on the right to control text size in all apps. Tap the 
one on the left to control text size only in the current app (Figure 37). 
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Figure 37: You can adjust text size on a per-app basis. 

Turn On Background Sounds
 

If you have trouble concentrating without some sort of background 
white noise, you can turn some on in Settings > Accessibility > Audio & 
Visual > Background Sounds. Turn on Background Sounds to enable 
the white noise. 

Tap Sound to change the sound. The default is rain, but there are some 
other options to choose from. They all sound about the same to me, but 
maybe you’ll have a preference. 

Also in Settings > Accessibility > Audio & Visual > Background 
Sounds, you can adjust the volume of the background noise, both in 
general and when you’re playing some other media, like music or a 
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Bolster Privacy and 
Security 

Apple prides itself on its privacy and security features. In this chapter, 
learn about how to hide your email address from spammers, browse 
the web through Apple’s private relay, and use the built-in authentica-
tor to better secure your online accounts. 

Note: Apple announced App Privacy Reports for iOS 15, which offer
 

guidance on how apps use your data. Unfortunately, they are not 

shipping with iOS 15.0, but in a later update.
 

Hide My (Your) Email
 

Let’s say you’re signing up for a service or a mailing list, but don’t want 
to give away your real email address and subject yourself to an endless 
pile of spam. Wouldn’t it be nice to give a random address that for-
wards email to you that you could turn off at any time? 

That has been a feature of Sign In with Apple from the start, but if you 
subscribe to iCloud+ (you already do if you pay for additional iCloud 
storage), you can now manually create those random email addresses, 
and you can now manage the addresses created by Sign In with Apple. 

To create a new email address, go to Settings > Your Name > iCloud > 
Hide My Email and tap Create New Address. 

A prompt appears with your generated email address. You can tap Use 
Different Address to create a different one, but they’re all randomly 
generated. You must enter a label for the address by tapping Label 
Your Address and typing a label (Figure 38). You can optionally add a 
note about its use. Tap Next and then Done when you’re finished. 
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Figure 38: You can use Hide My Email to create throwaway email 
addresses you can delete at any time. 

Your new address will appear in Settings > Your Name > iCloud > 
Hide My Email. Tap an address to change where it forwards to, the 
label, or the note. You can also tap Deactivate an Email Address to stop 
receiving messages to that address. You can always reactivate it again 
later. 

To change your default forwarding address, go to Settings > Your 
Name > iCloud > Hide My Email > Forward To. You can select any 
email address registered to an email account registered in Settings > 
Mail > Accounts. 

Note: Email addresses created with Hide My Email can only receive
 

mail and forward it to an existing email address. You cannot send 

email from that address and it does not create a new mailbox.
 

Browse with iCloud Private Relay
 

Another feature of iCloud+ is Private Relay, which hides your web 
browsing activity from your ISP and the sites you visit. Apple also 

79 

Click here to buy the full 104-page “Take Control of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15” for only $10.99!

https://www.takecontrolbooks.com/cart/?add-to-cart=806904


 

            
            
   

    

    

  

            
            

         
       

           
         

            
              

           
          
 

      

Discover Other New iOS 
15 & iPadOS 15 Features 

iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 have a slew of smaller features that don’t warrant 
entire chapters, so we’ve rounded them up here. For full lists of fea-
tures, check Apple’s website: 

• All new features in iOS 15 

• All new features in iPadOS 15 

iPhone 13 Features
 

The iPhone 13 introduces a new video mode in the Camera app: Cine-
matic mode. It adds a depth of field affect and machine learning to 
automatically shift the focus between subjects. You can watch Apple’s 
Whodunnit short film to see how it looks. 

The iPhone 13 Pro also adds macro photography, which lets you take 
zoomed-in photos of tiny details like leaves and water droplets. 

iCloud+
 

Apple is redubbing its paid iCloud service iCloud+. The pricing is the 
same, but it adds a few new features: private relay in Safari, the option 
to create temporary email addresses called Hide My Email, and more 
HomeKit Secure Video storage. It also includes two new features 
discussed next. 

See Hide My (Your) Email and Browse with iCloud Private Relay. 
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Account Recovery and Digital Legacy 

iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 tackle two vexing issues for Apple users: what 
happens when you’re locked out of your Apple ID and what happens 
when you die? 

New account recovery options can be accessed in Settings > Your 
Name > Password & Security > Account Recovery. There, you can tap 
Add Recovery Contact to designate one of your contacts to be able to 
get you back into your account in case you’re locked out. 

Note: To use Account Recovery, all devices linked to your iCloud 

account must be running a compatible operating system: iOS 15,
 
iPadOS 15, macOS 12 Monterey, watchOS 8, and tvOS 15 or later.
 

The Digital Legacy feature is coming to a future iOS 15 update, and will 
allow you to designate a person or persons to recover data from your 
account upon your death. 

Siri: Share Onscreen Items and Use 
On-Device Processing 

In iOS 15 and iPadOS 15, you can send literally anything you see to 
someone else with Siri. Just tell Siri something like, “Send this to 
Hannah.” If Siri cannot share something natively, it will say it can only 
send a screenshot. If you tap that prompt, Siri will draft a message with 
a screenshot of whatever you’re looking at. Tap the prompt or tell Siri 
to “send it” to send the message (Figure 39). 
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About This Book 
Thank you for purchasing this Take Control book. We hope you find 
it both useful and enjoyable to read. We welcome your comments. 

Ebook Extras
 

You can access extras related to this ebook on the web. Once you’re 
on the ebook’s Take Control Extras page, you can: 

•	 Download any available new version of the ebook for free, or buy 
a subsequent edition at a discount. 

•	 Download various formats, including PDF, EPUB, and Mobipocket. 
(Learn about reading on mobile devices on our Device Advice page.) 

•	 Read the ebook’s blog. You may find new tips or information, as 
well as a link to an author interview. 

•	 Find out if we have any update plans for the ebook. 

If you bought this ebook from the Take Control website, it has been 
automatically added to your account, where you can download it in 
other formats and access any future updates. 

More Take Control Books 
This is but one of many Take Control titles! We have books that cover 
a wide range of technology topics, with extra emphasis on Macs and 
other Apple products. 

You can buy Take Control books from the Take Control online catalog 
as well as from venues such as Amazon and the Apple Books Store. 
But it’s a better user experience and our authors earn more when you 
buy directly from us. Just saying… 

Our ebooks are available in three popular formats: PDF, EPUB, and 

the Kindle’s Mobipocket. All are DRM-free.
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Take Control of iOS 15 and iPadOS 15 
ISBN: 978-1-95-454610-3
 

Copyright © 2021, Josh Centers. All rights reserved.
 

alt concepts inc. 4142 Adams Ave. #103-619, San Diego CA 92116, USA 

Why Take Control? We designed Take Control electronic books to help readers regain 
a measure of control in an oftentimes out-of-control universe. With Take Control, we also 
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to print the ebook for copyright reasons. 
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or omissions. The information in this book is distributed “As Is,” without warranty of any 
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special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages, including without limitation lost 
revenues or lost profits, that may result (or that are alleged to result) from the use of these 
materials. In other words, use this information at your own risk. 

It’s just a name: Many of the designations in this ebook used to distinguish products 
and services are claimed as trademarks or service marks. Any trademarks, service marks, 
product names, or named features that appear in this title are assumed to be the property 
of their respective owners. All product names and services are used in an editorial fashion 
only, with no intention of infringement. No such use, or the use of any trade name, is 
meant to convey endorsement or other affiliation with this title. 

We aren’t Apple: This title is an independent publication and has not been authorized, 
sponsored, or otherwise approved by Apple Inc. Because of the nature of this title, it uses 
terms that are registered trademarks or service marks of Apple Inc. If you’re into that sort 
of thing, you can view a complete list of Apple Inc.’s registered trademarks and service 
marks. 
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