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Read Me First 
Welcome to Take Control of Your Browser, version 1.1, published in 
November 2019 by alt concepts inc. This book was written by Robyn 
Weisman and edited by Joe Kissell. 

This book helps you improve your web browsing experience by show-
ing you how to choose the best browser (or more than one); configure 
it for maximum speed, privacy, and ease of use; search the web more 
effectively; and solve many common problems and annoyances. 

If you want to share this ebook with a friend, we ask that you do so 
as you would with a physical book: “lend” it for a quick look, but ask 
your friend to buy a copy for careful reading or reference. Discounted 
classroom and Mac user group copies are available. 

Copyright © 2019, Robyn Weisman. All rights reserved. 

Updates and More
 

You can access extras related to this ebook on the web (use the link 
in Ebook Extras, near the end; it’s available only to purchasers). On 
the ebook’s Take Control Extras page, you can: 

•	 Download any available new version of the ebook for free, or buy 
any subsequent edition at a discount. 

•	 Download various formats, including PDF, EPUB, and Mobipocket. 
(Learn about reading on mobile devices on our Device Advice page.) 

•	 Read the ebook’s blog. You may find new tips or information, as 
well as a link to an author interview. 

If you bought this ebook from the Take Control website, it has been 
added to your account, where you can download it in other formats 
and access any future updates. However, if you bought this ebook 
elsewhere, you can add it to your account manually; see Ebook Extras. 
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Basics
 

Much of what I explain in this book requires you to access your brows-
er preferences (macOS) or Settings (Windows). Here’s where to find 
them: 

•	 On a Mac: You may already know that wonderful shortcut to open 
the Preferences window for any app, including all the browsers I 
cover in this book: ⌘-comma. Or, choose Preferences from the 
application menu (the one with the same name as the app). 

• On a PC: In Chrome, click More in the top-right corner of the 
window and choose Settings from the pop-up menu. In Firefox, 
click the hamburger icon in the same location and choose Op-
tions from the pop-up menu. 

Chrome Tip: For many of the settings you’ll need to access in
 

Chrome (including privacy and security settings), scroll down until
 
you see the word Advanced in smallish type. Click that to reveal
 
Chrome’s plethora of additional options.
 

What’s New in Version 1.1
 

This version updates information about Safari related to the Fall 2019 
upgrade to Safari 13 on macOS and iOS/iPadOS. It also addresses a 
few changes related to Chrome and Firefox. Here are a few of the more 
significant changes: 

•	 Added several new sidebars with details on specific topics: 

‣	 New Tab Features in Safari 13 

‣	 New in Firefox: Privacy Protection Report 

‣	 Know When to Swap Out Extensions 

‣	 You Can’t Browse Safari Extensions in the Mac App Store? 

‣	 Safari for iPadOS 13: Even More Like the Desktop! 
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‣	 Where the Heck Is My EPUB (or PDF or Other File)? 

•	 Included instructions for enabling the hidden Reader Mode in 
Chrome 75 and later; see Read Easier, Free of Junk 

•	 Revised On Safari for New Extensions to cover Safari’s evolving 
ways of handling third-party extensions 

•	 Updated Ad and Tracking Blockers with current information 

•	 Overhauled Safari for iOS and iPadOS: New Features, a Few Adjust-
ments to reflect the latest mobile versions of Safari 
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Introduction 
Do you really need a book on how to take control of your web browser? 
After all, if you’ve used any personal computer, smartphone, or tablet, 
you’ve no doubt used a browser. And you’ve done so because you can 
do just about anything with it. 

In fact, I struggle to think of things your web browser can’t do. For 
example, a browser can’t physically build a house. You need an archi-
tect and some combination of construction workers and skilled trades-
people, and, of course, land. But you might use a browser to search for 
land to buy, to narrow down your choice of architect, and to communi-
cate with that architect—initially using a contact form on their site and 
then by webmail via Gmail or a similar service. 

Back in the 1990s when Netscape Navigator first hit the mainstream, 
most laypeople had little inkling of the countless things a browser 
could do. But once broadband and Wi-Fi became commonplace, 
browsers morphed from simple windows of hyperlinks to portals of 
almost anything you can think of for almost anyone to access. 

Much of this has to do with browsers’ simplicity of design. Consider 
YouTube. Before it existed, how did you access and watch videos? You 
bought software that worked with your operating system, using the file 
format your operating system could read and made sure it stayed 
updated. If you couldn’t read the video you had, you needed to buy 
another app that could convert the video to your format. 

In contrast, today you play a YouTube video through your browser, 
using the same standard HTML5 encoding, regardless of your operat-
ing system. You don’t have to worry about downloading and converting 
files. The video is there for you to watch along with millions of other 
people—and you can upload your own videos for others to watch, no 
matter what operating system they use. 

Browsers themselves aren’t especially complicated, but I’ve discovered 
that writing about them is. It could be because you can take so many 
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different avenues to reach a given point, much in the way you do when 
clicking links on the internet. In other words, you can approach a topic 
like, say, the Los Angeles Dodgers from so many angles: MLB.com, Los 
Angeles Times, a blog post about the team, Yelp reviews, and so forth. 

Similarly, I found in my first draft of this book that the same things 
were popping up in multiple sections. Take internet ads. Would they 
fall under the Solve Browser Annoyances chapter? The Safeguard Your 
Browsing one? Extend Your Browser? 

Most how-to books, including most books in the Take Control series, 
tell you you’ll get the most out of them by reading them from begin-
ning to end. This book is an exception. If you read it in order, you will 
learn a lot about making the most of your web browser. But if you treat 
this book the way you treat a typical webpage—flitting around to 
whatever area that interests you or gives you trouble—you will also get 
a lot out of it! So, take advantage of the ample number of links this 
book provides and treat it like your own web browser of sorts! 

A couple of things to keep in mind: This book is geared toward more 
recent versions of macOS, most obviously Catalina and Mojave, and 
Windows. Browsers work more or less the same in both operating 
systems, although I will point out any differences when they come up. 

Note: When I say Windows in this book, I mean Windows 10. It’s 

almost 2020, and if you aren’t using Microsoft’s newest and safest 

operating system, you may be beyond our help—and if you’re using 

Windows XP, please close this ebook and upgrade. Now.
 

Second, this book focuses primarily on desktop browsers, with some 
discussion of mobile browsers (see Work with Your Desktop and 
Mobile Browsers). I limited the focus because your web browser is 
usually the first, if not the only thing, you open on your desktop, while 
mobile devices tend to focus on apps (many of which are wrappers for 
browsers, but that’s another story) rather than browsers. As a result, 
more pain comes with desktop browsing just by virtue of the fact that 
you’re more dependent on them. 
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Browser Quick Start 
You can read this book in any order you like, jumping from topic to 
topic just as you would on the web. You may, however, find it helpful to 
read Learn the Differences Among Web Browsers first as it provides 
some basic information about browsers that is referenced throughout 
the book. 

Learn the basics: 
•	 Discover how browsers compare to one another and make a smart 

choice about which one(s) you use; see Learn the Differences 
Among Web Browsers. 

•	 Work effectively with lots of websites at once; see Manage Your 
Tabs and Windows. 

•	 Find what you’re looking for on the web more quickly and easily; 
see Search the Web. 

Solve common problems: 
•	 Maintain your privacy and security as you browse the web; see Safe-

guard Your Browsing. 

•	 Eliminate hassles and problems as you use your browser; see Solve 
Browser Annoyances. 

Take your browsing to the next level: 
•	 Configure your browser (and your brain) for optimal efficiency; see 

Browse More Efficiently. 

•	 Use extensions to give your browser powerful new capabilities; see 
Extend Your Browser. 

Make better use of the browser in your pocket or purse: 
•	 Move between desktop and mobile browsers with ease; see Work 

with Your Desktop and Mobile Browsers. 
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Learn the Differences 
Among Web Browsers 

As I discussed in the Introduction, people use browsers for an infinite 
number of tasks. And often they use different browsers for certain 
groups of tasks. For example, I use Safari for most of my browsing 
because it’s to my mind cleaner and faster, but I use Google Chrome 
for certain web-based apps because its wealth of extensions (see 
Extend Your Browser for more information about selecting and using 
extensions) makes using these apps easier, and because certain web-
sites, particularly those related to my health and retirement plans, 
work better in Chrome (see The “Optimized for Chrome” Problem, 
which discusses this frustrating situation). And while I don’t use 
Firefox regularly, it’s a fast, secure option, particularly for Windows 
users or anyone who doesn’t want to participate in the Google data-
slurping ecosystem. 

Despite the differences in features, Safari, Chrome, and Firefox (as well 
as other browsers I mention in The Next Tier of Browsers) work in the 
same basic way. They act as containers for information and actions and 
work as conduits to more information and actions. 

Anatomy of Your Browser Window
 

Most web browser windows have the same general structure (Figure 
1). They have a page title, typically in the tab bar (see Manage Your 
Tabs and Windows ). That tab bar in most browsers has the tabs facing 
up like physical file folders, with Safari being a notable exception. The 
address bar, which shows you the address of the page you’re on, as well 
as a place where you can type in search keywords, sits below the tab 
bar (see Type Search Terms in the Address Bar for the keyboard 
shortcuts to quickly enter search terms or a URL). 
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Figure 1: A typical browser window. 

Note: By default, Safari shows only the top-level domain name, not 
the full URL. To show the full address, choose Safari > Preferences > 
Advanced and check “Show full website address.” I recommend you 
do this because that way you can check a URL to make sure you 
haven’t accidentally landed on a phishing site, something you can’t 
always tell just by looking at the top-level domain (see Avoid Fraudu-
lent Websites later in this book). 

The toolbar is on the same level as the address bar, where you can 
access useful tools and extensions (see Extend Your Browser for more 
information). The bookmarks bar (called the Favorites bar in Safari, 
and the Bookmarks Toolbar in Firefox) is below that and shows the 
names of the bookmarks and, in some cases, the icons to those sites. 

The main window contains the contents of the webpage, of course. At 
the bottom of that window, you find the status bar, which typically 
reveals itself as an overlay only when you mouse over a link. And 
Safari, for example, doesn’t activate the status bar at all unless you set 
it to show. To activate it, choose View > Show Status Bar. Alternatively, 
you can toggle the status bar on and off by using ⌘-/. 
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Manage Your Tabs and 
Windows 

Once upon a time mainstream browsers only had windows. Initially, it 
didn’t matter much because internet connections were so slow and you 
really couldn’t open more than a few windows at a time. But by the 
time tabbed browsing arrived in the early 2000s, it was a revelation. 
Rather than having multiple windows open all over the place, I could 
keep multiple windows within a single window! My loyalty to Safari 
probably dates back to the advent of this wonderful innovation. 

Much like the division between dog people and cat people, people seem 
to sort out between tab people and window people. I myself like dogs 
and cats, although I lean more to the dog side of the spectrum—and 
I’m the same way with tabs and windows. I use a lot of tabs, but I often 
have separate windows (sometimes in different browsers), depending 
on the topic. All the tabs relating to this book sit in one window, while 
tabs relevant to my full-time job sit in another one. That way I can 
minimize the unused window but have it handy when I need it later. 

Just as there isn’t one right browser, there is no wrong way to use tabs 
and windows. My goal in this chapter is to help you use either or both 
more effectively through shortcuts and other tips. So, let’s get started! 

Open (and Reopen) Tabs and Windows 

I hesitated including this section—until I saw a coworker (at a tech 
company!) open a browser window on his spanking new MacBook Pro 
by mousing over to the File menu and dragging his pointer down to 
New Window. If you are guilty of doing this for windows or tabs, let’s 
change that now. Unlike my harangue for those of you still using 
Internet Explorer, I have compassion. I know this guy had just 
switched from Windows 7, and he was doing the best he could with 
what IMHO is a better operating system. 
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Open New Browser Tabs and Windows 
You can open new browser windows just as you open windows in most 
any application, with ⌘-N on a Mac or Ctrl-N on Windows. Opening 
new tabs follows the same general convention as opening new win-
dows—and works the same regardless of the browser you’re using. On 
a Mac, press ⌘-T to open a new tab; on Windows, press Ctrl-T. 

Tip: In most cases Windows and Mac commands are identical, with 
the exception of the modifier key. Mac uses Command (⌘) while 
Windows uses Ctrl. Some exceptions exist, particularly in Windows, 
which often has multiple keyboard shortcuts to perform a given task. 
I’ll do my best to point these out throughout this book. 

Reopen a Closed Tab 
Frequently, I close a tab right as I catch a line of text I want to read. 
Fortunately, I can easily restore that page, usually right at the point on 
the page where I closed it. 

Reopening a tab works the same regardless of which of the Big Three 
browsers you use (and most others). Press ⌘-Shift-T (macOS) or Ctrl-
Shift-T (Windows) to open a new tab. And you can continue doing this 
until you’ve opened every previously opened tab during your browsing 
session. 

Note: In Safari, ⌘-Z also reopens previously closed tabs within a
 

window, but it does not reopen a previously closed window.
 

Reopen a Closed Window 
What if you want to reopen a closed window? If you are using Chrome 
or Safari, you press ⌘-Shift-T or Ctrl-Shift-T, just as you would to 
reopen a new tab (in fact, if you’ve opened a new window during your 
browsing session in between opening new tabs, that window will be 
opened in reverse order as if it were just another tab). 
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Search the Web 
Do we really need to say that searching is the most common browser 
activity? How many of you have not gone down the rabbit hole seeking 
out information about available Airbnb rentals in Palm Springs, only to 
find yourself heading to Wikipedia to read about the history of Palm 
Springs and then look up examples of mid-century modern architec-
ture designed by Richard Neutra? 

Okay, maybe you didn’t go down this particular route, but anyone 
reading this book who hasn’t found themselves two hours later won-
dering how they got from a to z, please email me because I (and every-
one else in the connected world) want to know how you either demon-
strated such discipline or lacked a shred of curiosity. 

Searching is second-nature to anyone who surfs the web. But in this 
chapter, I’ll go into some detail about the most common search engines 
and ways you can improve the way you search the web. 

Google and Other Search Engines
 

Surprising absolutely no one, Google gets the lion’s share of search 
engine traffic, to the point where any change to its algorithm causes 
most businesses to scramble about trying to appease it. 

However, Google is not the only search engine out there—nor is it 
necessarily the best search engine for everything (or for those con-
cerned about privacy). So, let’s do a quick overview, shall we? 

Do You “Google”? 
About 20 years ago or so, during the heyday of such search engines as 
Excite, AltaVista, and Yahoo!, a new company named Google devel-
oped an algorithmic-based search engine that now has almost three-
quarters of the worldwide search engine market share (see Figure 9). 
Google’s ascendency has been documented in countless places, so if 
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you want to know more about its history, well, you could Google that 
on your own time. Suffice it to say that its dominance has been so 
complete for so long, that “to google” has been an official synonym for 
“to search” since 2006, when Merriam-Webster and Oxford University 
Press each added “google” as a transitive verb to their catalogs of 
dictionaries—after being used that way informally for several years 
beforehand. 

Figure 9: A Google search. 

Many reasons exist for Google’s ongoing popularity. The quality and 
comprehensiveness of its results outshines its competitors, and the 
company is continually updating their algorithms to improve upon 
them. The speed and lack of cruft (compared to its erstwhile competi-
tors in the early days like Yahoo! and Excite, among others, that didn’t 
offer such quality search results or couldn’t decide if they were a search 
engine, a web portal, or a news source) also has played a role in 
Google’s rise and continued dominance of the realm of search engines. 

Not surprisingly, Google is the default search engine for Chrome. It’s 
also the default search engine out of the box for Safari, Firefox and 
many other browsers, with a few exceptions coming right up! 
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Safeguard Your Browsing 
When I originally outlined this book, I imagined I would place this 
chapter near the end, where normally the “less fun” stuff goes. But in 
today’s world, you can’t truly enjoy browsing the web unless you 
safeguard your browsers. If you ignore doing so, you risk facing assort-
ed miseries that range from frustration to anguish (in the case of 
identity theft, which depending on the severity, can take months or 
even years to resolve). 

The Take Control catalog has a great selection of books that drill down 
into most everything I discuss in this chapter, so in each section I will 
provide that book’s title and link. Because I can’t go into the same level 
of detail in this book, I highly recommend these particular books. If 
you’re intimidated by the additional reading time of any of them, 
remember that spending a couple of hours reading some informative 
prose about these important topics will take you way less time than 
dealing with the aftermath of an avoidable security event. 

So, treat this chapter as a starting point to handling the most pressing 
concerns you should have whenever you go online. Also, keep in mind 
that most things I discuss in this section (with the exception of in-
stalling a password manager, about which I’ll browbeat you with the 
same level of fanaticism that I do to those of you still using Internet 
Explorer) are things to consider and strive towards doing. I can point 
to a few habits of mine that fall into the Do as I Say, Not as I Do cate-
gory. 

Ultimately, though, the most important thing when it comes to privacy 
and security is using common sense. If something doesn’t seem kosher, 
then hold off doing it! The great thing about the web is that everything 
sticks around, usually forever, so if you don’t rush into doing some-
thing, no matter how urgent it may appear, it should still be there 
when you are ready! 
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Help An Older Web User: The Mom Buddy Test 
We’ve all heard stories about senior citizens duped by scams of all 
types—and the number of these incidents continue to accelerate as 
bad guys leverage all sorts of new technologies to improve on good 
old-fashioned social engineering. With that combination of tools and 
tactics, these criminals trick people into giving up their passwords, 
payment cards, Social Security numbers, and pretty much anything 
else they can use for their nefarious purposes. 

Despite her uncommon fluency in the language of emoji (and the 
corresponding ability to switch the keyboards on her iPhone), my 81-
year-old mother is a self-described technophobe. Her discomfort with 
anything technology-based, along with her common sense (and 
perhaps a hint of laziness because one thing phishing schemes and 
other hacks require is some amount of effort, and my mom would 
rather be reading the newspaper while watching Netflix on her iPad 
than trying to locate a password), means that she calls me whenever 
anything seems off. 

And most of the time, she’s right! No, she shouldn’t click that email 
link demanding her login information! No, the IRS will never contact 
her out of nowhere for her Social Security number! 

So, after I listen to her two-minute voicemail, I call her back to tell 
her: “Delete that email. Good catch!” She’s pleased she no longer has 
to worry about it and happy with my praise. Meanwhile, I’m relieved 
that she won’t have a nightmare to deal with down the road. 

The lesson here? If you have an older family member or friend—or 
one of any age—who you think could be susceptible to internet scams 
and other nefarious things, be their buddy and have them check in 
with you whenever they feel uncomfortable about anything. 

Basic Privacy and Security Precautions 

The pointers in this section apply to your browsing in general, regard-
less of what you do on the web or what your preferred browser is. For 
more in-depth information about most of these tips, please do yourself 
a favor and read Joe Kissell’s Take Control of Your Online Privacy, 
which discusses these topics in greater depth. In addition, Joe’s book 
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Solve Browser Annoyances 
Your browser may frequently do things you don’t expect and subse-
quently drive you crazy. Sometimes this happens because the browser 
has a bug or otherwise isn’t working properly. Other times, the browser 
is working as it was meant to—but in a way that makes you want to 
tear your hair out. 

Browser developers seek to improve your browsing experience and add 
new features, just as any app developer will do (although exceptions 
exist, particularly with Chrome because of the Google connection, as I 
point out at various places throughout this book). But developers are 
human, and they sometimes make improvements that either disable or 
otherwise mess up something that worked fine before the update—or 
that turn out to be annoying and a hassle to undo. 

So, let’s take a gander at some of the more infuriating common brows-
er annoyances and how you can fix them. 

Website Autoplays an Ad or Video
 

It’s the classic browser nightmare. You’re stuck on a conference call 
with no end in sight or listening to your high school buddy drone on 
about their latest dating woes. Your mind wanders, and then you 
think: Hmm, wonder if the Dodgers beat the Giants in today’s double-
header? So, you quietly surf to your preferred baseball news site, and 
before you realize it, a beer ad autoplays on full blast! You’ve been 
found out, and you’re lucky if you catch it in time or if the person 
droning on is so self-absorbed they don’t hear. But you can’t count on 
having that sort of luck, and you face at best an uncomfortable conver-
sation (or if you’re like me, you lose a freelance gig because the product 
manager monopolizing the conversation is offended that you weren’t 
listening to him with bated breath). 
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Now, you could avoid this scenario simply by muting your computer. I 
have done this several times when autoplay audio startles me (and 
then I tap the mute button on and off in my flustered state), but it 
doesn’t ensure you will avoid detection or your heart rate spiking. For 
one thing, most of us need the ability to hear some alerts, such as an 
instant message from a work colleague or a time-sensitive email from 
an accountant or attorney. Also, it’s annoying to start watching a video 
that you chose to watch only to realize you’re on mute and have to start 
it over. 

Fortunately, you can prevent autoplay from disrupting your life, 
although some browsers make the job easier than others. Let’s look at 
how you can stop this problem in each of the Big Three browsers. 

Safari: Set Global and Site Preferences 
Since Safari version 11, autoplay is set to Stop Media with Sound. On 
Safari’s Preferences > Websites tab (see Figure 14), you can set your 
global preference for websites in the bottom-right corner using the 
pop-up menu. In addition to Stop Media with Sound, you can choose 
Never Auto-Play, or if you’re a glutton for punishment, Allow All Auto-
Play. You may also choose individual settings for any open browser 
window, although YouTube currently doesn’t honor it (see YouTube vs. 
You below for why). 
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Browse More Efficiently 
If you can use a keyboard and a mouse, trackpad, or similar pointing 
device, you can use a web browser. It’s one of the many reasons so 
many people adopted web browsing so quickly. 

But relying solely on your pointing device to navigate your browser’s 
GUI interface is not the most efficient way of searching (as I discussed 
in the sidebar Extremely Ineffective Searching earlier in this book). 
You can do a number of things much more quickly by learning a few 
keyboard shortcuts by heart. 

I’ve already provided several keyboard shortcuts in this book, includ-
ing accessing your preferences (⌘-Comma in macOS), reopening your 
most recently closed browser tabs or windows (⌘-Shift-T/Ctrl-Shift-T 
to your heart’s content), and creating bookmarks (⌘-D) that either 
relate to specific chapters in this book or are otherwise useful. But 
some of these shortcuts don’t fit organically into another chapter, and 
so I put them here. 

Some of them may seem awkward at first, especially if you’ve been 
handling a task in a different way for so many years. Eventually, 
however, these shortcuts will become part of your muscle memory, and 
you won’t realize you’re performing them, until you’re in a situation 
where you can’t (especially if your primary computer uses macOS). 

Note to Windows users: Many of these keyboard shortcuts are
 

macOS-specific. As with finding your settings (the Windows equiva-
lent to preferences), a corresponding keyboard shortcut may or may
 

not exist.
 

Also, you can adjust your preferences or settings to customize the way 
your browser works (for information on customizing through exten-
sions, please see Extend Your Browser below). I also discuss a few of 
these in this chapter. 
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Change Your Browser Preferences
 

Again, I discuss many browser preferences elsewhere in this book. But 
here are some assorted ones that you may find useful. 

Set Your Homepage 
When you launch your browser or open a new tab, you may have a 
certain homepage—a news site, a search page, a dedicated personalized 
homepage with your local weather and other widgets, or a set of 
favorite or frequently visited sites—that you want to open. 

It’s simple to set up your homepage so that it always opens to your 
preferred site or setup. 

Safari: Page Options for Windows and Tabs 
Safari’s Preferences > General tab lets you replace the Homepage URL 
with the URL of your choice. If you set your homepage to be a specific 
URL, it will be the same whether you open a window or tab. 

In addition, you can set different homepages depending on whether 
you open a new window or tab. You can also choose to have new tabs 
and windows open to a page of bookmarked favorite URLs, your Top 
Sites (most frequently opened URLs) or an empty page. 

However, as of Safari 13.0.2 (the most recent version at publication 
time), this feature was working inconsistently—for example, new tabs 
may be blank regardless of your preference, and sometimes changing 
the “New window” setting also changes the “New tab” setting to match 
(and vice versa). These behaviors are presumably bugs, and will most 
likely be fixed in a future release. 

Chroming Your Homepage 
In Chrome, the homepage works differently from Safari and Firefox. 
You can’t set a homepage or a different option for opening new win-
dows or tabs. You can only have a dedicated homepage that you access 
by clicking a visible Home button on Chrome’s toolbar. 
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Extend Your Browser 
In the previous chapters, I discuss many ways you can customize your 
browser, including bookmarks, font size, and limiting the number of 
notifications you receive. 

Extensions, however, can turn your browser into pretty much anything 
you want. For example, you can: 

•	 Save posts and articles for later reading on mobile devices using 
Pocket and Instapaper. 

•	 Check the word choice, spelling, and grammar of your writing using 
Google Dictionary and Grammarly. 

•	 Further wrangle your tabs by suspending memory use of inactive 
tabs (The Great Suspender) or compiling all the links of your tabs 
on a single webpage (OneTab). 

•	 Play games and otherwise procrastinate (too many to list). 

•	 Take screenshots with Easy Screenshot and edit images with Polarr 
Photo Editor. 

•	 Protect your browser and you from malware and other cybersecuri-
ty threats (learn more in Security and Privacy Extensions later in 
this chapter). 

•	 Improve the core features of a wide range of popular business apps, 
including office suites such as Google’s G Suite and Microsoft Office 
Online, project management apps like Trello or Basecamp, and 
contract management apps like DocuSign. 

Figure 21 shows a plethora of extension riches. 
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Figure 21: Here is a tiny fraction of the thousands of extensions 
available in Google’s Chrome Web Store. 

Some browsers offer more extension customization than others. On 
one extreme you have Chrome, which doubles as an operating system 
and has extensions that allow apps to work within the browser win-
dow. One the other extreme, you have Safari, which has a more limited 
extension selection, because of security and privacy concerns and 
because certain capabilities are built into macOS itself (such as screen-
shot creation and dictionary services). 

But this wealth of extensions shouldn’t cause you to install every one 
that seems vaguely appealing. Like tabs, extensions can slow down 
your performance and create other havoc. And if you rely on exten-
sions that improve the way you use certain web apps like Trello or 
Gmail, you may be better served by creating your own dedicated app 
complete with the extensions you like to use with it, rather than gum-
ming up your general browser use with another extension (see Create 
Discrete Web Apps, below). 

Also, you should be cautious about the extensions you install because 
many may be out of date or not maintained and therefore, susceptible 
to malware—or are straight-up malware themselves! I talk more about 
that later in this chapter. 
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Work with Your Desktop 
and Mobile Browsers 

Mobile browsers have come a long way since the early days of smart-
phones. They were rudimentary versions of their desktop siblings, 
which wasn’t so bad in itself. The ability to browse, let alone text and 
send email with a real keyboard—or really doing anything besides 
make a phone call on a tiny device—made up for the obvious deficien-
cies in doing so. 

But after that initial magic wore off, browsing the web on my iPhone 
grew frustrating. Web designers didn’t know how to approach mobile 
browsers, and at first forced mobile users to access pages with weird 
unintuitive UIs, which used to drive me crazy. It wasn’t until web 
designers migrated en masse to responsive web design, which altered 
pages based the size of your screen, that browsing on a mobile device 
was as enjoyable as using your desktop. 

To make things better, desktop and mobile versions of many browsers, 
including our Big Three browsers, sync easily with each other. All of 
the Big Three browsers can sync pages, bookmarks, and browsing 
histories, among other things with minimal effort on your part. And 
Safari lets you “hand off” the desktop version of a webpage in Safari to 
your iPhone or iPad (or vice versa) instantaneously! 

In this chapter, I look at a few of the differences between desktop and 
mobile browsers and give you some tips on how to effectively use your 
desktop browsers with their mobile counterparts, as well as with 
related mobile apps. 
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Differences Between Desktop and 
Mobile Browsers 

Mobile browsers are more like their desktop siblings than ever before, 
something especially noticeable when you use larger mobile devices. 
When I use Safari on my 12.9-inch iPad Pro, it works almost identically 
to Safari on my MacBook Pro. 

Nevertheless, even if you use the latest version of the largest tablet 
available, you will still find differences between desktop and mobile 
versions of a given browser. 

Safari for iPadOS 13: Even More Like the Desktop! 
iPadOS 13 has been designed to make the iPad more like macOS in 
certain ways. This is especially noticeable in its version of Safari, 
which has been designed to mirror its desktop counterpart in multiple 
ways to the point that it tells a website that it’s using the macOS 
version! 

I cover new iPadOS-specific features throughout this chapter. Please 
note that if you’ve found certain changes frustrating, I probably have, 
too. Change is hard, even if it’s (theoretically) for the better. 

You can learn about iPadOS 13 (along with plain old iOS 13) in more
 

detail by reading Take Control of iOS 13 and iPadOS 13 by Josh
 

Centers.
 

Touch-Based Navigation 
The most obvious difference between mobile and desktop browsers is 
your ability on mobile devices to navigate most aspects of browsing 
though touch rather than a mouse, trackpad, or similar device. 

How many times have you started to touch your desktop screen out of 
muscle memory from using your phone or tablet? While mobile 
browsers are still more limited than desktop counterparts, touch-based 
navigation is the one thing I’m guessing most of us would love to have 
on our desktops, even if using a pointing device has been second 
nature to you and me for 30 years. 
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About This Book 
Thank you for purchasing this Take Control book. We hope you find 
it both useful and enjoyable to read. We welcome your comments. 

Ebook Extras
 

You can access extras related to this ebook on the web. Once you’re 
on the ebook’s Take Control Extras page, you can: 

•	 Download any available new version of the ebook for free, or buy 
a subsequent edition at a discount. 

•	 Download various formats, including PDF, EPUB, and Mobipocket. 
(Learn about reading on mobile devices on our Device Advice page.) 

•	 Read the ebook’s blog. You may find new tips or information, as 
well as a link to an author interview. 

•	 Find out if we have any update plans for the ebook. 

If you bought this ebook from the Take Control website, it has been 
automatically added to your account, where you can download it in 
other formats and access any future updates. However, if you bought 
this ebook elsewhere, you can add it to your account manually: 

•	 If you already have a Take Control account, log in to your account, 
and then click the “access extras…” link above. 

•	 If you don’t have a Take Control account, first make one by follow-
ing the directions that appear when you click the “access extras…” 
link above. Then, once you are logged in to your new account, add 
your ebook by clicking the “access extras…” link a second time. 

Note: If you try these directions and find that your device is incom-
patible with the Take Control website, contact us.
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